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The ommental horticultun industry 
in the United States comprises diverse 
plant groups, including b e d m  planks, 
bulb craps, floricu~turc mops (cut flowers 
and pot plants), foliage phi&, bare root 
and container nu- crops, and plants 
in the landseapc (Fig. 1). Each of t b  is 
viewed ga an individual market segmtnt. 
Accurate infurmation on tbe YBtw of the 
ornamtntal industty Is di!Twlt to obrain. 
According to USDA crop repon data, 
the estirnatcd valve af the ornamental 
indwtry in 19% was $3.94 billion (Table 
1). Others haw estimated that the value 
of rhc floricultural industry atone is in 
cx#ss of $3 billon (10,17). 

This paper hkP ita origin in a discussion 
sewion sponsored by the D i m  of 
Ornamental Plants and Turfgrass 
Committee hekd at the 1986 A f S  annual 
meeting. The purpose was to identify mew 
production trends. thc most important 
diseases, and a m  of research important 
6or the future crf each segment of thc 
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o ~ c n t a t g  industry. Tbe ieformadon 
prtstntcd at t h c d h i a r i  d o n  Bnd ia 
this paper represents the authora' 
summary and analysis of information 
o b t a i a # l t h r o u g h c a n ~ a a d ~ m  
with their callcagpes a c m  the United 
States in 1986. 

B d n g  Plank 
The prodmion of bedding plants is a 

thriving oompneat of the ommental 
industry, with 3 3  m a n  plants praducad 
annually in tbe United Stam. This crop 
comprises a wide variety of seed- 
pmpagatd s p i e s ,  including annual a d  
permmid flowers, vegetables. and herbs, 
as well as gtraaiumg and otbtr plants 
grown fram cuttings. 'She five best-sclliag 
plants during 1985 were impatiens 
(hnpatiem W m n a  Hook. L). pclunias 
(Actuniu X hybrids Hon. Vi1m.-bdr.), 
mari~olda (Tqgetcspatuli~ L. + T. crectu 
L), tonames (L~opndmn ~WILU~D 
Mill.), and geraniums (&@onJm X 
hanomm L. H. Bailey) (19). 

Bodding phnw haw traditionally been 
direadeodcd into ttays or fiats, then 
transplanked later into packs for sate. A 
high Id  of uew technology has been 
iefraducod to the industry. Over of 
M i n g  plants ate now produd as 
"plugs." in a higkdy effwient. m~~hanired 
system (2). Plug flats haw: up to 1348 tiny 
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