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Tissue Culture 
Dashen mosaic virus (DMV), which 

infects sewd cultivated genera of the 
Araceae, was first dtscribed in 1970 (14). 
Within 5 years, the tissue culture 
technology needed to control DMV was 
developed (4), and by 1980, this 
technology was successfully applied 
commercially to control this virus and 
other pathogens in several tropical 
foliage aroids. In some aroids for which 

commercial tissue culture technology has 
not yet proved economically feasible. 
however, the incidence of DMV remains 
high. 

The family Araceae has more than 100 
genera and 1,500 species, many of which 
are of honicltural signXcance. Alocasiu, 
Amorphophallus, Colocasia, Cyrto- 
sperma, and Xantkosoma are important 
food staplw of the new- and old-world 
tropics, and the aroids Aglaonema, 
Caiudium, Dieflenbachia, Epipremnum 
(= Pothos), Philodendron, Scindapsus, 
and Syngonium (=Nephrhytis) account 
for about one-third of the plants grown 

commercially for ornamental foliage. 
Anthurium, Richrdia, and Zantedeschia 
are popular cut-flower crops, and several 
species of Anubias and Crypfocoryne are 
grown as aquarium plants. 

DMV infects species in at least 16 
genera of Araceae: Aglaonema, Alocasia, 
AmorphophuUus, Anthurium, Arisaema, 
Caladium, Colocasia, Cryptocoryne. 
Cyrtosperma, Dkffenbachia, Monstera, 
Philordendrom. Richardiu, Spath@hpllum, 
Xa~tharoma, and ZMledeschia. Although 
several other viruses are known to infect 
aroids, none is as prevalent or widespread 
as DMV. 
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