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The Etiologic Dilemma Concerning 
Patch Diseases of BIimn-rr-3 Turf- 
The dmnand for highquality l a m  

-ria f-, and m u d  lnadscapg 
incttased rapidly in North Amtrier 
during the late IW. Newly reteased 
cultiwra of Kentucky blwgmss (Poa 
mem& LI with immmcd resistona to 
$ o h  d& bocatk widely a c c c p ~ .  
T b e V w l t n p l a a k d ~ y & s ~  
to a c k m  m u h u m  W a  from their 
quality and unifotmity. Tbese new 
cultivars were accompanied by an 
hacast in the intensity of turf- 
mmgcmmt. p m t k a  Moreequbt, 
automatic w o n  pWdcs, 
and I d g b M I p l  fmiliwla were in- 
duced into turfgrass maintenance 
prormms. Ncw d W  b e m  to mar 

~pwbecameas importaatastbwe 
on golf - Turf- pathology 
became accepted as an im-t and 
c- spseislty for mmr& and 
crumrion and continua to p w  in 
~ t o - f r o m w u ~  
urban papubtion. Thh p a w  illustmtm 
jwt OM of the muapu evolving within 
the subdiplint of turf- pathology 
in the United Stat#. 

A d k s c  aushgcimhr to & n t h  
m t k  patt&rru in turf (Fig I) waa the 
fm d o w  ncw problem to d v e  
widmpread attention on tbe "improved" 
Kentucky b l v  The d h s c  m 
fimt mognhl during the 1950a Tilkr 
necmin in d i d  pa* ammd 
similarly on turfs h a g  the #st and wat 
comb of North Amtrica. la th Wut, 
individualplaauinthepa~diodfrom 

a crown and root rot. A foliar b u t  
symptom e m p W i  in early studiw-of 
the mtcb diswsc la eastern statadid not 
oeek in -tern on- (7). In !he Wesl, all 

FIg. 1. Fuamrlum bllght on Kmntuoky 

plants in patch- were affected, but ia the 
Eaat, patchcsofappnmntly bealthytilkrs 
oftm oecumd in the emten of d b  
affected patch ,  forming a ring or 
"doughnutmp8uem. Thtlurifyifsature 
f o r t b t d W i a t h c  Eastand the Watt 
was the ubquirous pmma of h r f u m  
spp. in and on affected tirsues of 
symptomatic grasses. The primary 
lymptonls, thtmfow arere dcacribed as 
ditkcnt manifestations ( p b )  of a 
~ d ~ t b t t w a s ~ F ~ ~ u m  
blight (5). Ths concept of Fwarium 
blight gained rapid and thorough 
ae#ptawt in the turf- tradt cven 
though &verni dctaih wing to this 
coddm were not in coaafi with 
symptom dtvclopmmt in the field. 














