
Plant Disease / March 1998  269

Focus  Compiled by Thor Kommedahl

The first report of a non-AUG translation initiation in a plant RNA virus genome
was shown for the soilborne wheat mosaic virus by Y. Shirako of the University
of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Japan. A 40-amino-acid extension is added to the N terminus
of the 19-kDa coat protein. (J. Virol. 72:1677-1682, 1998)

Of 160 isolates of Trichoderma from mushroom farms, 40% were identified as a strain
of T. harzianum that was consistently isolated from farms with severe green mold
disease, report A. Castle and associates of Brock University, St. Catherines; the
Horticultural Research Institute of Ontario, Vineland; and the Central Experimental
Farm, Ottawa; in Ontario, Canada. (Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 64:133-137, 1998)

Alder yellows phytoplasma was transmitted to periwinkle via dodder bridges from
naturally infected alder trees, report C. Marcone and associates at the Università
‘Federico II’, Napoli, Italy; and the Institut für Pflanzenschutz im Obstbau,
Dossenheim, Germany. (Eur. J. For. Pathol. 27:347-350, 1997)

Exopolysaccharide as a major virulence factor for Ralstonia solanacearum  is
synthesized by products of the epsI operon; however, a single chromosome copy
of epsR activates the epsI  promotor, according to M. R. Chapman and C. C. Kao,
Indiana University, Bloomington. (J. Bacteriol. 180:27-34, 1998)

In Arabidopsis thaliana , resistance to both bacterial and fungal pathogens requires
the NDR1 gene; its expression is induced in response to pathogen challenge and may
integrate pathogen recognition signals, report K. S. Century and associates at the
University of California, Berkeley, and Horticultural Research International-
Wellesbourne, Warwickshire, England. (Science 278:1963-1965, 1997)

Water temperature, pH, osmotic potential, and salinity are important factors
affecting zoospore formation and dissemination in Pythium spp., report
H. M. A. Abdelzaher and associates at El-Minia University, El-Minia City, Egypt.
(Cryptogam. Mycol. 18:267-277, 1997)

Yield and dry weight of corn were suppressed by 13 to 73% in 4 of 5 years in the
presence of the corn cyst nematode, in microplot studies, and damage was greater
in hot, dry, than in cool, wet seasons, report L. R. Krusberg and associates at
the University of Maryland, College Park. (Fundam. Appl. Nematol. 20:593-599, 1997)

Forest fire adversely affects viability and infectivity of arbuscular mycorrhizal
propagules in soil, according to A. Rashid and associates at Quad-i-Azam University,
Islamibad, Pakistan; and the University of Western Sydney-Macarthur, Campbelltown,
NSW, Australia. (Mycorrhiza 7:217-220, 1997)

Rice cuticular waxes relieve self-inhibition of germination and appressorium
formation in Magnaporthe grisea , report Y. Hegde and P. E. Kolattukudy at Ohio State
University, Columbus. (Physiol. Mol. Plant Pathol. 51:75-84, 1997)

Bacterial blight of kiwifruit, caused by Pseudomonas viridiflava , now is reported
to be caused by P. savastanoi  genomic species, by J. M. Young and associates
at Landcare Research, Auckland, New Zealand; INRA, Beaucouzé, France; and Fujian
Agricultural University, Fujian, China. (Plant Pathol. 46:857-864, 1997)

Cotton was more resistant to Verticillium wilt, and the phytoalexin gossypol
production in host cells was greater, when seeds were treated with herbicides,
reports Y. Canihos of the University of Cukurova, Turkey. (J. Plant Dis. Prot. 104:
516-522, 1997)
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