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The 108th Annual Meeting of the American Phytopathological Society was held at the Convention Center in Tampa, FL, 30 July to 3 August, 

2016. Nearly 1500 attendees representing 48 countries were present. President Sally Miller welcomed participants to two APS plenary sessions 

based on the meeting theme: Science to Practice.  The first session, held on Monday, 1 August, was entitled Science to Practice, and featured 

three invited speakers.  Margaret Redinbaugh, (USDA ARS, The Ohio State University, Wooster, OH) spoke on Emergence, Spread and 

Control of Maize Lethal Necrosis in East Africa.  Leena Tripathi (International Institute of Tropical Agriculture Bioscience Center, Nairobi, 

Kenya) spoke on the Development of Management Strategies for Xanthomonas Wilt Disease of Banana in East Africa.  Linda Kinkel 

(University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN) spoke on Phytobiome Ecology-guided Insights into Novel Disease Management Approaches.  Plenary 

session II was held on Tuesday, 2 August, and featured Temple Grandin (Professor of Livestock Behavior & Welfare, Colorado State 

University) speaking on the topic of "Different Kinds of Minds Are Needed to Solve Problems".  Complete videos of both plenary sessions are 

available under the annual meeting archives on APSnet. 

Awards and Honors Ceremony 
 

 

APS regularly honors individuals who have made significant contributions to the science of plant pathology. The awards were presented this year 

at the Opening General Session of the APS Annual Meeting in Tampa, FL, to allow membership the opportunity to extend well wishes and 

congratulations throughout the meeting. The following were honored as this year’s APS award recipients:  

APS Fellows: Amy Charkowski, University of Wisconsin-Madison;  Lawrence E. Datnoff, Louisiana State University; Eric L. Davis, North 

Carolina State University; Anne E. Dorrance, The Ohio State University; Niklaus J. Grünwald, USDA ARS; Bernardo A. Latorre, Pontificia 

Universidad Católica de Chile; Randy Ploetz, University of Florida; John C. Rupe, University of Arkansas; Raymond W. Schneider, 

Louisiana State University; James E. Schoelz, University of Missouri-Columbia; Christine D. Smart, Cornell University; and George W. 

Sundin, Michigan State University.  

 

Excellence in Extension Award: David Langston, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Excellence in Industry Award: Joseph Russo, ZedX Inc. 

Excellence in Regulatory Affairs and Crop Security: Team CIPM: Karl Suiter, Yulu Xia, Kevin Bigsby, Godshen Pallipparambil, Jaap 

van Kretschmar, Roger Magarey, Jim VanKirk, Danesha Seth Carley and Frank Louws 
North Carolina State University. 

Ruth Allen Award: Peter Balint-Kurti, USDA ARS, North Carolina State University. 

William Boright Hewitt and Maybelle Ellen Ball Hewitt Award:  Mathews L. Paret, University of Florida. 

Lee M. Hutchins Award: Maher Al Rwahnih, University of California-Davis. 

Noel T. Keen Award for Research Excellence in Molecular Plant Pathology:  Adam J. Bogdanove, Cornell University 

Syngenta Award:  Pierce A. Paul, The Ohio State University. 

Award of Distinction:  Steven E. Lindow, University of California-Berkeley, Jim Van Etten, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

 
 Additional details on the awardees are available at http://www.apsnet.org/members/awards/Pages/2016AwardeesAnnounced.aspx 

 

Recognitions also included the APS Foundation International Travel Award, Books of the World Award, 15th I.E. Melhus Symposium 

Presenters, French-Monar Latin American Award, Frank L. Howard Undergraduate Fellowship, JANE International Research Award, the 

Schroth Faces of the Future Early Career Professionals Symposium Awards, Mathre Education Endowment Award and the Mathre Student 

Educational Award, the Raymond J. Tarleton Student Fellowship Award, Plant Pathologists of the Future: Showcasing the Top Graduate 

Students from APS Division Meetings Symposium Awardees, the APS Student Travel Awards, and the APS Public Policy Early Career 

Internship.  

 

At the President’s reception, the following members were recognized for completing their terms in Council, Offices, Boards or Special 

Committees:  

Rick Bennett, APS Immediate Past President  

Eric Tedford, Senior Councilor at Large

 

Year in Review 

APS ICO (Internal Communications Officer), David Gadoury has prepared an article focused on the priorities and actions of Council as his 

annual report which appeared in the January 2017 issue of Phytopathology News. The balance of the “Year in Review” is included herein. 

Society Affairs  

Membership  

Total APS membership as of July 30, 2015 was 4579, decreased from 4716 for the same date in 2015. 
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 The percent of membership residing outside the United States remained stable from recent years at 34%. The five countries with 

the largest number of members in 2016 were China (292), Canada (148), Australia (65), and India (66). 

 Relatively small changes were seen in total membership and within most membership categories. The trend of fewer graduating 

students finding it necessary to enter postdocs prior to finding permanent employment continued, despite the increased numbers of 

graduating PhDs between 2011 and 2016 over the annual average for the decade from 2000 to 2010.  A new membership category 

including our undergraduate members enrolled through the Borlaug’s Army Initiative, which attracted over 150 new 

undergraduate members, many of whom attended the annual meeting of APS in 2016.  Several of the earliest members who 

entered APS through the Borlaug's Army Initiative have now gone on to enroll in graduate programs in plant pathology across the 

US. 

Membership by Category: 

Regular members - 2916      Up from 2879 in 2015 

Student members - 693      Down from 698 in 2015 

Post-doctoral members – 281     Up from 279 in 2015 

Sustaining associates - 23      Down from 27 in 2015 

Emeritus/life members - 666   Up from 657 in 2015 
 

 

 

 

Deceased Colleagues – August 2015 - August 2016 

A moment of silence was observed at the annual meeting for the following colleagues that passed away during the previous 12-month period. 

 

J. Lawrence Apple 
Carl Beckman 
Anthony Blakeney  
Lewis E. Browder 
Arra Browning 
Clyde L. Burton 
Edward E. Butler 
Allyn A. Cook 

James Devay 
Biao Ding 
Alexander B. Filonow 
Gene Ford 
Richard Hampton 
Sr Mary Francis Heimann 
J. Walter Hendrix 
Chester Horner 

Edward Jones 
Bruce C. Kirkpatrick 
Guy R. Knudsen 
Andy Leadbeater 
Karl Maramorosch 
May Kori 
John Lattin 
Wilbert E. McKeen 

 



Jack P. Meiners 
Katherine Jean Merrifield 
James D. Miller 
Royall T. Moore 
Laurence H. Purdy 
Mukishi M. Pyndji 

John B. Rowell 
Albert L. Scharen 
Lisa M. Shepherd Jenkins 
Gary W. Simone 
Larry D. Smith 
Glen D. Statler 

Peter E. Thomas 
Hans D. VanEtten 
Eugene H. Varney 
John Webster 
Lansing E. Williams 
William J. Zaumeyer 

 

Financial 

The APS Report of the Treasurer for 2016 will be published in the March 2017 issue of Phytopathology News. 

 

Future Annual Meeting Sites 

 
2017 August 6-9, San Antonio, Texas 

2018 Joint meeting with ICPP, 29 July – 3 August, Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Reports of Council Meetings in 2016 

 

4-7 April 2016 at Los Gatos, California. 
 

Revision of the Strategic Plan of the Society.  The last update of the strategic plan of APS was in 2012.  Accordingly, the presidential team 

developed and presented to Council an updated version of the APS Strategic Plan which consolidated the goals of the 2012 plan under three 

newly drafted goals: (i) Secure the future of APS as the premier source of plant health knowledge dissemination in a competitive environment; 

(ii) Strengthen APS as the premiere professional organization for plant health science; and (iii) Foster innovative conference strategy to meet 

member needs and expectations for knowledge exchange and networking.  The new plan is organized as a matrix wherein the goals of the Society 

are linked to specific initiatives, outcomes, required resources, and which identifies team members to lead and report on initiatives.  Monitoring 

of progress is now an integral part of the strategic planning process. 

 

APS Councilors Challenge: The APS Councilors at Large (CALs) seeks to promote activities and discussion that enhance issues of importance 

to our profession.  One avenue by which this is accomplished is called "The Councilors’ Challenge".  The Challenge denotes an area identified 

by the CALs that is developed and presented to the Subject Matter and General Policy Committees for action. The APS Councilors’ Challenge 

for 2016-17 was to encourage APS committees to exhibit a greater consciousness of the strengths and advantages of diversity when developing 

sessions and symposia for APS national and division meetings.  

 

New One-Page Guide to Preparing Proposals for Special Sessions: Special sessions are an exciting part of the APS annual meeting.  They 

have the potential to inform and inspire.  Any subject that is especially topical, useful, or has matured sufficiently to merit review is appropriate.  

Any APS committee, group, or individual member can submit a proposal to the Annual Meeting Board (AMB) to organize and conduct a special 

session at a future meeting.  The AMB receives far more proposals than can be accommodated during any one annual meeting.  Accordingly, 

Council and AMB developed a 1-page guide to help those preparing proposals for special sessions.  The guide was distributed to all subject 

matter committees by the Councilors at Large, and was also published in the ____ 2016 issue of Phytopathology News.  The guide encompassed 

the following eight points: (i) Topics with broad appeal will be more competitive than those with a very limited audience, (ii) Demonstrate an 

awareness of what has gone before; (iii) The best proposals assemble panels of highly qualified speakers, and do so with attention to issues of 

diversity and inclusion; (iv) Develop and demonstrate broad support for the proposed session; (v) Develop interesting and informative titles for 

the session and talks; (vi) Relate the theme of the proposed session to broader societal goals, priorities, and principles; (vii) Be realistic in your 

request for time, space, and financial support; (viii) Develop a thick skin, i.e., be prepared for the possibility of resubmission.  The guide also 

contained information to help develop a well-coordinated and thought-provoking session. 

 

The next generation of plant pathologists and the 2026 Forum.  The 2026 Forum was developed by APS Council as a coordinating structure 

for the various activities of APS boards, offices and committees, all of which are directed towards the professional development of early career 

professionals and the next generation of plant pathologists.  The mission of the APS 2026 Professional Development Forum is to coordinate 

activities related to engagement, membership and professional development of students, and early- and mid-career professionals in APS.  These 

activities currently are carried out by several committees and informal groups within APS. The anticipated outcomes of this forum are a more 

coordinated, effective and strategic offering of activities related to the target audience, and an enhanced value of contributions by APS 

volunteers. This forum will provide an annual report of its activities to APS Council through the APS Councilors at Large.  Membership on the 

forum will include: Director, Office of Education (OE), Acquisition Editor for CADRE/Professional Development Center, Director, Office of 

Private Sector Relations (OPSR), Director, Leadership Institute, Chairs and Co-chairs of the following committees and groups: AULF, Division 

Training Workshop, Diversity and Equality Committee, Early Career Professionals Committee, and the Graduate Student Committee.  APS 2026 

Professional Development Forum hold quarterly conference calls to discuss needs and potential activities intended to address those needs.  

 

The Phytobiomes Initiative, Roadmap, Alliance, and a new APS Journal entitled Phytobiomes.  The Phytobiomes Roadmap was 

successfully launched in Washington DC with a Congressional Luncheon attended by 60-70 on Monday 28 February 28 2016.  It was noted that 

the proposed budget for NIFA incorporated substantial language relevant to phytobiomes. Regarding the establishment of the International 

Alliance for Phytobiomes Research: the Alliance would establish a scientific foundation for phytobiomes. The concept plan was modeled after 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8Flfv7IUBMUalczZjJocVhMVFE/view


the International Wheat Genome Sequencing Consortium, and was intended to be a project driven alliance, with concrete scientific deliverables. 

The first project for the Alliance will be a standards workshop. The Alliance plan includes the development of scientific working groups, to 

define knowledge and technology gaps and develop specific projects.  All efforts are intended to be multi-disciplinary in focus.   APS is a critical 

partner in the Alliance.  The Phytobiomes concept emerged from an APS think tank and subsequent PPB discussions and meetings, all supported 

by APS both financially and through the intellectual efforts of APS members. Funding for the Phytobiomes Meeting in Washington DC and the 

subsequent Roadmap Writing Workshop was also provided by NSF, USDA, DOE, USFS, Bayer and the Nobel Foundation.  The bylaws of the 

Alliance call for a Board comprised of four to fifteen members.  Jan Leach and Gwyn Beattie have currently agreed to serve as board members 

for the Alliance.  Long-term, Council will provide input on the APS Board members.  It was clarified that the Phytobiomes Roadmap is an APS 

document.  APS Publications Board continued progress towards the launch of the first issue of the journal Phytobiomes for late 2016/early 2017.  

Council approved the appropriation of up to $80,000 for the waiver of publication charges for early manuscript submissions to the new journal to 

enhance the successful launch.  The interrelationships between the Phytobiomes Initiative, Alliance, Roadmap, and Journal were communicated 

in several articles published in Phytopathology News in 2016. 

 

APS Press Digital Strategy.  APS continues to progress towards more offerings on digital platforms.  Although many recent projects were 

developed first as print versions, with later digital conversion, going forward it will be critical to develop products as digital from the ground up, 

with print versions as secondary.  Although early expectations were that apps might represent significant products to offer through APS Press, 

initial ventures have been much more expensive and time-consuming than was initially anticipated, with little revenue generation. Two APS 

PRESS sponsored apps will become available in 2017 through a new partnership with AgPhD.  The apps will be developed based on content in 

the new Farmers Guide Book Series (Corn and Soybean).  These two new apps will be offered free in conjunction with sales of the Farmers 

Guide series.  The market expectation is for apps to be free, or at least to have a free version with option to upgrade to curated content.  APS 

currently offers 16 eBooks through Amazon, with plans to expand to 50 by 2017, with PDF versions on the Atypon platform to provide enhanced 

digital features and lower cost.  The APS Images database is planned to expand beyond the present 4000 image collection to include all images 

logged in the APS Compendium series, as well as digital images secured from APS members who will be encouraged to convert film and 

transparency image collections to digital formats.  This initiative will be integrated with discounted scanning services made available to APS 

members through the company Scan Cafe. 

 

Council's Visit to Apple Computer.  Council met with several leaders in app production and the electronic publishing enterprises of Apple 

Computer to explore the latest technology and products available for APS Press and our general membership.  Executives from Apple reviewed 

and reported to Council on the latest APS turf and tomato apps, conducted tutorials on Apple's new iBook publishing software and discussed 

opportunities for promotion of APS content and products through Apple's network of electronic sales and promotion.  A report of the visit and 

strategy sessions was published in the June 2016 issue of Phytopathology News. 

 

30 July - 3 August 2016 at the APS annual meeting in Tampa, Florida.   

 

Council met briefly during the annual meeting to review and update the Strategic Plan of the Society, as well as update the plans for APS hosting 

the 2018 meeting of ICPP in Boston, MA.  The presidency of the Society passed from Sally Miller to Tim Murray, who updated Council on the 

plans for the 2017 meeting in San Antonio, TX; the theme for which has been designated as Changing Landscapes of Plant Pathology.  Council 

reviewed the higher level strategic themes for the coming year, including the 2026 Professional Development Forum, the Digital Strategy for 

APS PRESS, the Annual Meeting Evaluation and Future Plan, the PMN/PDMR Strategy and Integration, and the PPB and Phytobiomes Long-

Term Strategy in preparation for the annual strategic planning meeting of Council in November of 2016 at APS headquarters in St. Paul, MN.  

 

14-16 November 2016 at APS Headquarters in St. Paul, MN.  
 

Structure and operation of future annual meetings of the Society.  Council reviewed the report of the consulting service Velvet Chainsaw, 

representatives of which were present at the 2016 Annual Meeting in Tampa, FL to view operations, features, and services, and to conduct on-site 

interviews with meeting participants.  The report indicated a continuation of the long-term trend of a high level of participant satisfaction with the 

annual meeting; near 90%.  Several changes were suggested to improve the meeting experience and to capitalize of those aspects (e.g., 

networking opportunities) that are of the highest value to Society members.  Several of these changes will be gradually implemented in the 2017 

and 2018 meetings, and their impact on participant perceptions will be encompassed in future surveys of meeting participants. 

 

APS inclusion Statement.  Council developed and approved the following statement of inclusion for the Society, the text of which appears in the 

January 2017 issue of Phytopathology News:  "The American Phytopathological Society (APS) is a professional organization dedicated to the 

discovery and dissemination of new knowledge of plant pathology, the promotion of sustainable practices to ensure plant health, and the 

professional development of its membership. APS values the diversity of its membership and believes that a diverse membership benefits our 

society. Accordingly, APS welcomes the participation of individuals interested in plant pathology irrespective of race, age, physical ability, 

cultural, national, religious, or geographic background, sexuality, or gender identity. APS actively promotes inclusion in its membership, 

leadership, programming, committees, operations, and staffing, and actively works toward recruitment and retention of diverse individuals to 

cultivate a scientific society of excellence built on mentorship, encouragement, tolerance, and respect." 

 

Update on APS Press digital strategy.  With increased pressure in the publication environment and a leveling off of demand for eBooks, APS 

continues to explore the most efficient and effective ways to transition towards this new publishing landscape.  APS staff are exploring the new 

iBook environment first reviewed in Council's April 2016 visit to Apple Computer, with the goal of converting content of existing books in under 

8 hrs.  New online options for 2016/17 include compendia series Phytopthora Protocols, Essential Plant Pathology, Hungry Planet, Vector-

Mediated Transmission of Plant Pathogens. 
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APS International engagement.  Vice President Mary Palm attended the meeting of the British Society of Plant Pathology, where a Grand 

Challenges event presented early career professionals with five challenges in plant pathology to solve. Students received presentations on new 

technologies and were required to incorporate this real world information into their solutions. They were also given presentations on soft skills, 

including how to pitch an idea.  There is potential for further opportunities with BSPP on this activity, potentially for ICPP in 2018.  In addition 

to the foregoing activity with BSPP, Council discussed the four MoUs that APS now has in place with China, Brazil, Nigeria, and India.  Three 

additional MoUs are currently in draft form with France, Chile, and Italy.   Preparations also continued for the ICPP in 2018.  Concurrent Session 

(Invited Talks) submissions close December 9th, and will be reviewed by the Annual Meeting Board.  APS subject matter committees continued  

work with ISPP subject matter committees on session topics for a more collaborative program.  As details are planned, recommendations from 

VCC will be considered. The location is very intimate and close to restaurants and coffee shops. Internet is included.  Due to the ambitious and 

large program of oral talks and symposia, Council voted to not hold Schroth Faces of the Future nor Melhus Graduate Student Symposium during 

the ICPP 2018 meeting.  Fundraising to offset the expense of the meeting to APS is being lead by former president Mike Boehm, ICPP 

Fundraising & Bursary Committee Chair.  The current goal is to raise a total of $400,000, with $200,000 to provide support for attendees 

currently residing in developing economies.  Major areas for fundraising and leaders for each area: Industry, Courtney Gallup; US Government 

Agencies, Angela Records; International Agencies, Kitty Cardwell; APS Foundation, Bill Dolezal; OIP, Talo Pasto-Corrales, Megan Kennelly, 

Sally Miller; Foundations (Gates, Mellon-Carnegie), Rebecca Nelson and Peg Redinbaugh; Learned/ Affiliated Societies and 

Universities/Institutes/Centers. 

 

Census of university plant pathologists and age demographic analysis of plant pathologists in the US.  It was planned that the Internal 

Communications Officer of APS would work with APS staff to repeat the 2011 census of plant pathology faculty and graduate students at US 

universities, as well as an age demographic analysis of the university faculty and will report to Council during the Spring 2017 meeting.   Such a 

census and age demographic analysis was last conducted in 2008 and published in 2009 in Plant Disease, and served as the baseline data for most 

discussions of workforce planning subsequent to that date.  The census of faculty and graduate students at US universities was repeated in 2011, 

and published in Phytopathology News in March 2012, showing a stable number of total US plant pathology faculty, and a 20% increase over 

2008 levels in graduate enrollment in plant pathology programs. 

Annual Reports of the Committees, Boards, and Offices of APS 

Annual Meeting Board (AMB):  The primary activity of the Annual Meeting Board (AMB) is to help the presidential team plan the annual 

meeting. For 2016, we had 23 special sessions, approximately 125 contributed talks, poster huddles, idea cafes, field trips, workshops, a large 

poster session, hot topics, POD talks, phytoview sessions, and “take a walk” sessions that the AMB assisted in planning. Of these, the POD talks 

were the only new type of session and these were far more popular than we had anticipated. We had two AMB members rotate off the board 

(Peter Ojiambo and Kira Bowen) and replaced them with Sydney Everhart and Ron Walcott. We also added an early career representative, Jose-

Pablo Dundore, to the board. Board responsibilities were also shuffled to give members a chance to participate in new ways. 

 

APS Foundation:  We started a multistep process for increasing the percentage of APS members donating to Foundation. Current data shows 

only about 20% of membership donate. The first step was to try to increase the presence of APS Foundation at Divisional meetings, trying to 

bring awareness of Foundation's activities to those APS members who may only attend divisional meeting and not annual meetings. Foundation 

has not had a presence at these meetings. A poster was designed and an information table manned at Southern, Potomac, Northeast Divisions. 

Efforts will continue for other divisions. We encountered some logistical difficulty with timing in the delivery of the only poster. A second poster 

is being developed for 2016/2017 use. With the help of David Gadoury, a kick off campaign was started at the Tampa meeting trying to bring 

awareness to the membership at the Awards presentation. We hope to establish a "Culture of Giving" among members, especially from any 

member who has received any financial award from Foundation in the past. A total of 762 one dollar bills were handed out to members as they 

enter the awards presentation. They were asked to donate this dollar plus any additional amount they wish in an effort to help Foundation with 

our financial goals. A total of 308 envelopes were returned with cash, averaging $9.83/ donation. We have set a goal to increase our percent 

donations for all targeted groups in our 5-year strategic plan, this was a great kick off for that aggressive campaign. We identified @ 230 first 

time Foundation donors who gave an average of $25.52. The total donations received in Tampa was $30,652, which was an increase of 27% over 

last year’s results. It also represents a 21% & 28% increase over the last 5 & 10-year average yearly donation respectively. Another key focus of 

this past year has been to increase our support for our International members, who comprise @ 1/3 of our total membership. We were very 

pleased to work with APS members and the Indian Phytopathological Society in the establishment of The Indian Phytopathology Society (IPS) 

Student Travel Fund. This will foster collaboration and networking between APS & IPS members. We hope this serves as the template for similar 

travel awards for other sister societies that council may be in working with in the future. We have begun initial work in trying to establish more 

Divisional Travel Awards and in identifying ways that Foundation can provide greater support for Post Docs and Early Career Professionals 

members. Two APS graduate students received support from the Steven C. Nelson Early Career Professional Development Award to attend 

Grand Challenges in Plant Pathology Interdisciplinary Study Group at Oxford University September 14-16, 2016. This is hosted by the British 

Society of Plant Pathology. This is also another example of our efforts in supporting APS Council's work with our sister phytopathological 

societies. 

 

Awards and Honors Committee (AHC):  The AHC recommended several individuals to receive awards at the 2016 annual meeting. The 

number of Fellows was 12 this year.  In 2015, 52 nominations were received and reviewed; 15 less than in 2014 and 2013.  Reasons for the 

decrease in award nominations, which is occurring mainly in the excellence and named awards, is not known.  Two nominations were received 

for the Award of Distinction this year. These were the first in at least the last three years (Award last given in 2007 to Norman Borlaug) and both 

nominees were considered highly qualified. The committee continues to be concerned about the low number of nominations for many awards 

(International, Teaching, Industry, Hutchins, Hewitt, and Regulatory Affairs). However, qualified nominations were received for all awards this 

year (excluding the Distinguished Service Award, which is recommended by APS Council).  We continue to receive nominations of Fellows for 

various excellence awards, particularly for the Noel Keen Award. This issue is elaborated in the Action Items below.  The committee 

recommends authorship of a document on how to prepare excellent nominations for APS awards.  

We recommend editing and republishing the 2004 discussion of the Awards and Honors Program and nomination information from 

http://apsjournals.apsnet.org/doi/pdf/10.1094/PDIS-93-12-1228
https://issuu.com/scisoc/docs/phytopathologynews1203?mode=embed&layout=http://skin.issuu.com/v/color/layout.xml&backgroundColor=FFFFFF&showFlipBtn=true


Phytopathology News (September 2004, Volume 38, No. 9). Details of the current nomination package, such as the nomination cover page, have 

changed since this article was published. The article on how to write a good nomination, and how to obtain the required information without 

notifying the nominee, could be published together with this discussion of the program. The article also could mention that Fellow is considered a 

terminal award and Fellows are not eligible for excellence awards for the same professional accomplishments. This updated article could be 

linked to the APS Awards web pages for the continuing edification of nominators (and AHC committee members!).  

 

To increase the number of nominations forwarded to AHC, we recommend the committee chair or suitable representative give a short address to 

the Academic Unit Leaders Forum, stressing undersubscribed awards and how to excellent nominations.  Also, we recommend that a reminder of 

the importance of nominations be incorporated into the awards ceremony in 2017.  Finally, we suggest that Councilors at Large seek nominations 

from Subject Matter Committees.  Ineligibility of Fellows for excellence awards should be clearly communicated, especially on nomination 

forms and APSnet.  We recommend that the text stating the requirements for Fellow eligibility for other awards be repeated on the main Awards 

web page so that it is seen by all nominators. This information currently occurs only on the Fellows web page. There the text currently states, 

“Note: Fellows are eligible to be nominated for awards of excellence in an area of accomplishment different from that on which the fellow 

nomination was based, provided that the new accomplishment has occurred after recognition as a fellow. A period of 5 years should elapse 

between recognition as a fellow and nomination for an award. The nominator of a fellow for an award should specify how the contributions in the 

current nomination differ from those on which the original fellow nomination was based.” We then suggested that this text could be improved by 

changing it to, “Note: Fellows are not eligible to be nominated for excellence awards except when the new nomination is in an area of 

accomplishment different from that on which the Fellow nomination was based, and the new accomplishment has occurred after recognition as a 

Fellow. A period of 5 yrs should elapse between recognition as a Fellow and nomination for an award of excellence. The nomination of a Fellow 

for an award of excellence must specify how the contributions in the current nomination differ from those on which the original Fellow award 

was based.”  In addition, we recommend that the statement “Fellows are generally not considered eligible for this award” (with a link to the 

above statement about the Fellows award) be included in each Excellence award description and in the description of the Ruth Allen and Noel 

Keen Awards. 

 

APS Historian:  One of my primary activities as APS Historian is periodic contributions to the APSnet Feature article series on historical aspects 

of plant pathology. Recently I published an article on the unusual participation of the public in the former USDA Barberry Eradication Program 

for stem rust control.  Another key role as APS Historian involves my answering queries and facilitating document requests on a routine basis 

from national and divisional APS officers, headquarters’ staff, and Society members on matters related to the history of plant pathology and of 

the APS. Frequent questions also concern the appropriate storage and preservation of historical materials. Often, individuals are searching for 

biographical information, a historical document, or a unique historical photograph. Whenever possible, applicable materials are photocopied or 

photographic prints/negatives are either made or electronic images sent on to the APS member and staff. 

 

Divisional Forum (DF):  Note that all reports and documents mentioned are available on the Divisional Resources web page. The 

implementation of the Division Forum engagement plan (approved 2013) was summarized for the 2012 to 2015 period. This concise report 

summarizes the activity of all 6 APS Divisions with regard to education, extension and leadership. Successful approaches (such as getting 

graduate students involved) as well as areas where greater emphasis and activity is needed (more early-career professionals should attend) were 

identified. Although division membership has stayed steady since 2010, participation in meetings has gone up. At the request of Council, the 

Divisional Forum spent 3 years investigating and explaining Division finances. This resulted in the development of single page document 

entitled, “General Financial Guidelines for Division Treasurers and Executive Committees.” A simplistic summary recommends Divisions spend 

their money on members but not too much! The Divisional Forum is passionate about sponsoring a special technical session at the APS annual 

meeting for Graduate Students who have won their Division’s oral paper contest. Students are fully supported by their Division and the last 

session averaged 72 audience members at the APS annual meeting in Pasadena. Another session has been approved for the meeting in Tampa. A 

survey of past student participants found many benefits of these sessions such as visibility, networking, fostering lifelong commitment and 

service to APS. We would like to turn a version of this session into a proposal for the ICPP meeting in 2018. The forum believes that a premier 

society should have high quality abstracts at their meetings. We have not only been able to implement a set of “Criteria for Abstract Acceptance” 

at the Divisional level but also encouraged peer review. We note that these criteria, including peer review, are now part of APS annual meeting 

abstract submission. We would like to move from a self honor system to a more formal policing of this policy. The Division Forum met with the 

Potomac Division in Richmond, VA in Mar 2016 and thus completes our tour of the Divisions. The Forum members have found it to be so 

engaging that we are starting around again meeting next with the North East Division. Division Forum Representatives lean of new activities to 

take back to their Divisions while the attended meeting is enhanced by our presence. 

 

Financial Advisory Committee (FAC): The Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) works closely with staff and Council throughout the year to 

monitor the financial position of APS and to provide counsel on initiatives requiring financial input. FAC updates Council monthly via a 

Dashboard/Key Performance Indicator statement. FAC held its annual meeting March 14-15,2016 with a recommended 2017 APS budget and 8 

financial recommendations the primary outcomes. Considerable discussion focused on journal changes, including initiation of the new journal 

Phytobiomes; changes in the pension system for Scientific Societies; and electronic initiatives and cost of goods issues with APS Press. The 

FY2016 fiscal year ended June 30,2016, with an unaudited net income of $5,827,372 and operating expenses of $5,545,710 for a net profit of 

$281,662 and a total net profit of $61,864 due to unrealized loss on investments. 

Leadership Institute (LI):  LI held a successful leadership workshop in 2015.  Council voted to not offer a workshop in 2016, and activity of LI 

was directed toward the production of articles on leadership for Phytopathology News. Council has nominated Staci Rosenberger as incoming 

chair of LI, beginning August 2016. 

Nominations Committee:  Working with Headquarters staff, we coordinated the nomination, application, and election process for the officers of 

APS. Fifty nominations were received (22 for VP and 28 for CAL). This is a 28% increase in nominations from the previous year. Three of the 

nominees applied for vice president and seven applied for councilor at large. With a strong slate of candidates, the election was held in May 

2016. Kira Bowen was elected Vice President and Gary Munkvold was elected Councilor at Large. The percent of members voting was 24%, 5 

points higher than for the 2015 election. 



Office of Education (OE):  Activity consisted of the following: (1) Blended Learning Webinar – The webinar was conducted by Maya Hayslett, 

Anissa Poleatewich, and Sarah Williams in June of 2016. Roughly 50 members attended and it was recorded for future viewing. It will be placed 

on the APS website in the webinar section; (2) Survey – This project was to profile undergraduate plant pathology education throughout the 

United States, including course content and delivery methods, and to compare the findings to the expectations and needs of employers who hire 

BS-degree graduates in a variety of employment sectors. Funding for the survey has been granted and the survey conducted. Currently the data 

are being reviewed for a final report; (3) Change of CADRE – The OE has proposed to curate the content of CADRE and create a “Professional 

Development Center” (PDC). The PDC will have an Acquisitions Editor to identify content and activities and Managing Editor review content, 

appoint new members, and coordinate the center. The AC and MC will co-lead the office and will be housed within the OE. We propose that the 

Early Career Professionals be placed within the PDC or at least have a member serve on its board. We intend the AC and MC to be a seasoned 

member of APS with strong leadership skills. The OE has established a section for the Manual of Operations (MoO) for the PDC and it was 

accepted by Council. The PDC will begin to form in the first quarter of 2017; (4) Elite Webinar Series – We are creating a series of webinars on 

impacting topics given by notable speakers. An Acquisitions Editor, housed in the OE has been appointed and will create a list of 3-4 webinar 

topics and work to recruit well known presenters. Each year may have a specific theme, such as leadership or invasive diseases. The AC will 

work with the PDC and other groups as needed when working on webinars in specific topic areas; (5) Certificate Program – A series of short 

courses / workshops is being created where members can earn certificates. The first certificate issued was How to Review a Manuscript following 

a special session at the 2016 Annual Meeting. The session was recorded and is being made into an on-line product for members to view and 

receive a certificate. As second certificate in bioinformatics is being proposed, and (6) Undergraduate Task Force – A group has formed to focus 

on undergraduate students. They will focus on attracting increased numbers of undegraduates to meetings, activities at meetings, and their 

involvement in the society. 

Office of International Programs (OIP):  The Global Experience Award was given to Michael Jochum to conduct course work in Ecuador 

“Bioprospecting Beneficial Microbes for Increasing Stress Tolerance and Disease Control”. This was a collaboration between Texas A&M Plant 

Pathology Graduate Students Michael Jochum and Tessa Ries and the Ecuador National Institute for Agricultural Investigations -Central Amazon 

Experimental Station. The International Travel Fund award winner was Lucia M. Borines Ph.D., Professor, Dept. of Pest Management, Visayas 

State University, Visca, Baybay City, Leyte, Philippines. Library Assistance Program (LAP): In the past year, the LAP has disseminated 106 

books. Twenty were sent to Mohammad Babadoost who distributed them during a visit to various institutions in Azerbaijan. In addition, 81 

books were sent directly to the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador. Also, five APS Compendia were sent to Mark Gleason brought them 

to Serbia. An e-mail is sent to OIP members reminding them about the LAP and let them know if they are traveling somewhere, they can contact 

Megan Kennelly, who is the Vice Director of OIP and program lead. Books for the World (BFTW) is managed jointly by APS Foundation and 

the APS OIP. It was established to provide resources from the APS bookstore to plant health professionals in developing countries focusing on 

plant disease diagnostics and integrated pest management. 2016 marked the third round of awards for the program. Two proposals were funded. 

Dr. Agneroh Nee Therese Atcham at the National Polytechnic Institute Felix Houphouet-Boigny in Ivory Coast received APS compendia to use 

in training students and diagnosing diseases of key vegetable and field crops. Dr. Tinatin Doolotkeldieva at the Kyrgyz- Turkish Manas 

University, Kyrgyzstan, received compendia and additional texts to aid in student training and for diagnosing problems in important crops. They 

will be housed in a new disease clinic and used to develop training programs for growers. 

Office of Private Sector Relations (OPSR):  Since the 2015 APS National Conference, the board’s membership significantly changed. Gerald 

Holmes, Dave Ouimette, Glen Hartman, and Phyllis Himmel left OPSR either due to their membership terms ending or career changes out of 

Industry. New members include Ryan Bounds, Alex Cochran, and Brad Gabor, Renee Rioux. In 2016, the board re-evaluated and moved its 

career-development resources into a central location on the APS website. Working in conjunction with CADRE, online resources can now be 

found at http://www.apsnet.org/careers/CADRE/LAUNCHCAREER/Pages/default.aspx. This year’s Special Seminar “Preparing for Careers in 

Industry” will be recorded and uploaded to the same site. 

Office of Public Relations and Outreach (OPRO):   OPRO spent considerable time discussing the APS strategic plan.  We identified our target 

audiences as high school teachers and students, and the general public. Our goals are to continue to try to attract these audiences into plant 

pathology, and bring awareness of plant pathology through the following: (a) Hands-on games for teachers to use in the classroom and elsewhere 

(see below and action items for details); (b) Conferences; (c) interactions with other Boards. Hands-on games: 1. What Pathogen Are You? This 

has been very successful at the booth at APS, and at booths at NABT, FFA and US Science and Engineering Festival (people lined up, sometimes 

10 deep to play). Whether teachers are downloading and using it remains unknown. 2. Matching card games – 3 levels: In spring 2016, we made 

a matching card game on plant pathogens and the diseases they cause. We piloted it at the OPRO booth at APS, collected feedback from the 

membership, and incorporated it into the next iteration.  We are now attending the following conferences, which address our target audiences: 1. 

NABT (National Association of Biology Teachers): yearly meeting, with extensive one-on-one interaction with teachers of all levels and all 

biology-related disciplines. This has been successful, with returning members, but we still need to measure impact. 2. FFA (Future Farmers of 

America): yearly meeting, with extensive but brief interactions with high school students involved in agriculture. There is a need to gauge 

impact. 3. AFA (Agriculture Future of America): yearly meeting that Doug Jardine has kindly been attending for us for the past two years; targets 

undergraduate students with interest in Agriculture, and Doug has been an excellent representative. 4. USA Science and Engineering Festival: 

every two years; there extensive interaction due to sheer numbers; we engaged with hundreds of people in 2016. Interactions with other Boards: 

With PPB, we have developed an informational card, similar to what OPRO uses at conferences.  We voted as a Board to create another voting 

position on the OPRO to include a early career professional position on the board, pending approval by Council. 

 

Publications Board (PUB):  The APS Publications Board continues to rethink its journal publications strategies and is regularly implementing 

new technologies and improvements as appropriate. APS journals are healthy and doing very well with all print journals having a 2014 impact 

factor above 3.0 for the first time. EICs have made major strides in reducing the time from submission to a decision below 35 days. The Plant 

Disease board handled a record number of manuscripts in 2015. MPMI submissions are down some, but overall, our journal metrics are strong 

and healthy. We now have 10 months of full-text html articles published across our three core research journals from our new XML-first 

workflow. Articles are published ahead of print now in their edited form. Although the XML-first workflow added significant expense, it brings 

APS Journals to the expected publishing standard for scientific journals. We continue to look at other improvements. The two staff members 

retiring from APS Journals duty in 2015 were not replaced because the new system replaced some editor tasks. Staff is still working on greater 



efficiencies, but have now fully implemented the complete workflow. Similarly, PMN, Plant Health Progress (PHP), APS PRESS, Plant Health 

Instructor, and Phytopathology News are doing well. PHP will move to the Atypon platform, after the implementation of the iMIS 20 

headquarters database and PMN’s subsequent integration with the APS database. APS PRESS will add online books to the Atypon platform in 

Q3 of FY16. APS organized an ad hoc Journals Task Force (JTF) to strategically review APS print journals. The JTF was led by Simon Inger 

from Simon Inger Consulting. A formal report was provided back to PubBoard and Council. The strategic review process of the APS Journals 

has shown that the journals program is healthy, and that the operation is fundamentally sound. A range of suggested approaches are or will be 

implemented including the launch of Phytobiomes.  Council approved the startup of the new online Phytobiomes journal at the Fall Council 

Meeting at APS Headquarters.  Carolyn Young was selected as the first EIC. 

 

Public Policy Board (PPB):  The PPB Strategy Planning Meeting was held at APS HQ September 17-18, 2015, with participants Jacque 

Fletcher, Jan Leach, Kellye Eversole, Gwyn Beattie, Linda Kinkel, Tim Murray, Mary Palm, Michelle Bjerkness, and Amy Hope.  A single open 

PPB position was filled by Dr. Pauline Spaine, USDA APHIS BRS, Riverdale, MD.  We also welcomed new Early Career PPB Interns Sally 

Mallawa (August 2015) and Chakradhar Muttapalli (August 2016).    A PPB activity report and Phytobiomes update were presented to APS 

Council at their meeting on November 11, 2015, by Jacque Fletcher and Kellye Eversole (attending by Skype).  

 

Regarding the Phytobiomes Roadmap, an intensive writing workshop, attended by plant pathologists, soil scientists, microbial ecologists animal 

scientists, and physical scientists, from academia, industry and private foundations, took place at the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation in 

Ardmore, OK in November 2015. Workshop discussions and writing sessions moved the multi-disciplinary Phytobiomes Initiative closer to 

fruition by fleshing out a “Roadmap for Phytobiomes Research and Translation.”  That Roadmap, further enhanced by initiative leaders Gwyn 

Beattie, Linda Kinkel, Jan Leach and Kellye Eversole, with significant input from the multi-disciplinary community, was released formally to the 

public in late February, 2016, when the APS Public Policy Board made its annual visits to policy makers and agency administrators in 

Washington, D.C.  

 

PPB met with agency leaders and policy makers in Washington, DC, February 28-March 3, 2016 to continue to build cooperative relationships 

and to address issues of common interest. The highlight of this year’s DC activities was the launching of the Phytobiomes Roadmap, a strategic 

and visionary perspective for agricultural productivity and sustainability for crops, forests, rangelands and natural ecosystems into the future. 

Supported by scientific societies, industry, research institutes, and governmental research agencies, the Roadmap presents a rationale as well as a 

multi-faceted and multi-disciplinary approach to achieving transformational enhancements for healthy plant communities, including plants, 

microbes, animals, soils and climate (the phytobiome).  It projects how new understanding of phytobiomes, including genomics, soil biology, 

plant pathology and entomology, ecology, resource collections, weather, food safety, “big data” and computational sciences, precision agriculture 

and other disciplines, used in a systems approach to agriculture, will facilitate and hasten the development and deployment of powerful new 

agricultural tools.  At the same time, farmers will be empowered to tailor agricultural practices based on the unique features of their landscape, 

climate, crop species, and production goals. 

As a follow-up to the Phytobiomes Roadmap release on February 25, 2016, APS and the APS/National Coalition for Food & Agricultural 

Research (NCFAR) held a briefing at the House Agriculture Committee’s meeting room in Longworth House Office Building in Washington. 

Approximately 100 attendees, including Congressional staff, representatives from USDA-National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA), the 

National Science Foundation (NSF), the American Society for Plant Biology (ASPB),as well as APS PPB members, listened to an informative 

presentation on phytobiomes by initiative co-leader Gwyn Beattie, participated in facilitated discussion led by initiative co-leader Kellye 

Eversole, and enjoyed a light lunch.  Sponsors of the Roadmap to date were highlighted as well.  

 

Following the briefing on Capitol Hill, PPB members spent a very busy 4-day period meeting with representatives of many important and 

relevant agencies and groups. Our conversations at the United States Department of Agriculture began with Dr. Cathy Woteki, Undersecretary 

for Research, Education, and Economics (REE), Dr. Chavonda Jacobs-Young, ARS Administrator, and Dr. Sonny Ramaswamy, Chief Scientist, 

USDA NIFA.  Other USDA meetings included representatives from NIFA including the Institute of Food Production and Sustainability (the 

Division of Plant Systems Production and the Division of Plant Systems Protection), the National Plant Disease Recovery System (NPDRN), the 

Forest Service, the Institute of Food Safety and Nutrition (Division of Food Safety), the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS, Plant Protection and Quarantine; Biotechnology Regulatory Services), Agricultural 

Research Service (ARS, Office of Pest Management Policy).  

  

Other entities visited by PPB included the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), the Foundation for Food and 

Agricultural Research (FFAR), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA, Biological and Economic Analysis Division), the National Science 

Foundation (Biosciences; Institute for Organismal Systems; National Ecological Observatory Network; Chemical, Bioengineering, 

Environmental, and Transport Systems), the National Institutes of Health (NIH; Human Genome Project), the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA, Division of Produce Safety), the National Institutes of Health (Extramural Research), the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Department of Energy (Advanced Research 

Projects Agency-Energy, ARPA-E), the Department of Commerce (National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST),  and the Ecological 

Society of America (ESA).   

 

Finally, a number of PPB members met with Congressional representatives from their home states, bringing awareness of the Phytobiomes 

Roadmap.  Many agencies offered support, suggestions, contacts, and encouragement for fulfilling the Roadmap.  Many also updated us on their 

priorities and identified areas in which APS could be helpful to their work.   

 

An international phytobiomes alliance, managed outside of APS, is in development to contribute to the coordination of research and 

communication among diverse disciplines and disciplinary initiatives relevant to phytobiomes.  Working groups will be established to help 

develop priorities and standards for phytobiome research.  Major thrusts will focus on forging international and public-private collaborations in 

foundational and translational phytobiome research, and attracting and strengthening the phytobiome workforce. The goal is to generate and 



integrate knowledge of phytobiomes with next-generation technologies to empower both small- and large-holder farms to produce, sustainably 

and profitably, sufficient crops to meet the increasing global demand.   APS will be a founding member of the alliance.  

 

APS Subject Matter Committees  
 
Bacteriology:   The Bacteriology Committee has been active over the last year. We have been a source of expert knowledge on 

phytobacteriology and have begun undertakings to demonstrate the importance of plant pathology and phytobacteriology. The committee 

provided feedback to multiple questions brought to us about phytobacteriology, including the international protocol for Candidatus Liberibacter 

asiaticus detection and diagnosis and the nomenclature of cucurbit leaf spot diseases caused by multiple Pseudomonas spp. This year we initiated 

an effort to update an impact analysis of bacterial pathogens on US crops, since the last comprehensive analysis published was by Kennedy and 

Accorn, 1980, Plant Disease 64:7. 674-676. We also encouraged use of the committee community page provided by APS to provide a location 

for feedback and discussion of committee activities. Additional committee activities include sponsoring or co-sponsoring special sessions 

covering hot topics related to phytobacteriology for the 2016 APS Meeting, such as ‘Emerging Nano Materials for Disease Management and 

Insights from Findings in Nano-based Diagnostics’ (Organized by M. Paret, A. Strayer, and W. Elmer)’ and ‘The Function and Mechanism of 

CRISPR and Its Applications ‘(Organized N. Wang, and R. Barrangou). 

Biological Control:   The Idea Café sponsored by the Biological Control Committee and coordinated by Dr William Bruckart held during the 

2016 Annual meeting in Tampa, FL as scheduled for 9-10 AM on Wednesday, August 3, 2016 with good attendance. The topic was “Beneficial 

plant pathogens for biological control of weeds.” Committee meeting: The APS Biological Control Committee meeting held with 27 attendees on 

July 30, 2016 at Room 15, Convention Center during the 2016 APS Annual Meeting in Tampa, FL. Many decisions were taken, including ideas 

for 2017 and 2018 Annual meetings and how the APS Biological Control Committee will be collaborating with the ISPP Committee on Plant 

Pathogens for the Biological Control of Weeds and Invasive Plants for the forthcoming joint meeting. Minutes of the meeting was uploaded to 

the Committee’s APS collaborative site. 

 

Biotechnology:  Representatives from the Biotechnology Committee attended the May 2016 live stream address by the National Academies of 

Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine on their report "Genetically Engineered Crops: Experiences and Prospects". This was summarized for the 

Public Policy Board during the Annual Meeting. This committee has also kept track of the progress of S. 764, Subtitle E- “National 

Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard” through the Senate, and signed by President Obama on Friday, July 29th, 2016. We are also submitting 

special sessions for both 2017 (Epigenetics) and 2018 (Synthetic Biology). 

 

Chemical Control:  The Chemical Control Committee has worked on developing a special session submission titled "Disease Management 

Classics: Where we have been and where we are going." This special session will highlight the successes and challenges of disease management, 

and solutions to those problems, with specific crop case studies. History and future direction will be provided by speakers who are experts in 

their area of interest. Speakers will include seasoned university personnel and industry representatives. It was submitted for the 2017 annual 

meeting. We also have supplied comment to the Public Policy Board regarding the newly proposed EPA guidelines for pesticide resistance. The 

group feels that these guidelines are restrictive and need public comment. 

 

Collections and germplasm:   Collections and germplasm committee has been working and moving forward the establishment of a community 

of microbial repositories by participating in the RCN grant for the United States Culture Collection Network in developing workshops and 

collaborations.  Long-term goal is to establish a national plant microbial germplasm system which will link culture collections in a searchable 

database with back up collections at a central location. This will impact the science of plant pathology by establishing a framework for 

preserving, enhancing and utilizing our valuable microbial resources. 

Crop loss Assessment and Risk Evaluation (CARE):  APS CLARE was involved in the support of a special session submission 'Epidemiology 

in the -Omics Era'. CLARE vice-chair (now chair) Robin Choudhury was one of the co-organizers. In October 2015 it was announced that the 

session had not been selected by APS for further consideration. In February 2016, Choudhury began a Twitter account for APS CLARE 

(https://twitter.com/aps_clare). The goal was twofold: first, to raise awareness of the CLARE committee and draw in new members, and second, 

to provide an easy public outlet for crop loss and risk evaluation news and articles. The Twitter account currently has 278 followers (as of 8AM 

PST, 8/10/16). In May, Choudhury and chair Kelsey Andersen began organizing a proposal for a special session for APS 2017 to be primarily 

supported by CLARE entitled 'Show me the money! Assessing the Value of Disease Control in a Changing Landscape'. The session features 

speakers who have expertise on integrating risk assessment models with epidemiological models, and is tentatively financially supported by 

Monsanto Company. 

 

Diseases of Ornamental Plants:  The committee has been communicating electronically on a regular basis about the annual meeting in Tampa, 

FL and has focused its activities on planning for special session proposals for the 2017 APS annual meeting and the 2018 ICPP meeting, 

including coordinating with international colleagues. Several requests for contributions to research projects were also discussed. 

 

Diversity and Equality:   The activities of the CDE are focused on diversity and inclusion for all APS members. A major milestone for the CDE 

was the advocacy for the development of a resolution by APS Council confirming diversity and inclusion as societal values.  This resolution was 

developed by Council with significant input from CDE, passed by Council, and published in Phytopathology News.   CDE sponsored three 

events at the 2016 APS meeting: the LGBTQA Social held immediately prior to the Diversity Workshop. Approximately 55 people attended. 

Fifty-eight tickets were sold for the Diversity Workshop held on Tuesday evening of the annual meeting. Activities at the workshop were focused 

on bias recognition, with a particular nod to regional differences. Members were asked to, “Score the land grant universities in each division 

(1=excellent to 5=poor) as to how you believe that they deal with the following diversity issues.” This exercise was followed by each member 

developing a list of people that they trust, then participants were asked to provide various types of information for the people on the list.   

Discussion included how this related to the scores for the APS divisions and who they would promote for assignments in their organization.  The 

CDE assisted the Graduate Student Committee in the Idea Café on Gender Representation within Plant Pathology. 



 

Early Career Professionals:  The ECP committee organized the first career fair at an annual APS meeting. Valent USA Corp., Monsanto, 

AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellowships, USDA, USDA-APHIS, Gylling Data Management and DuPont Crop Protection and DuPont 

Pioneer registered for this event. The career fair was very successful and popular, and we anticipate to host this event at upcoming annual 

meetings.  The Schroth Faces of the Future Symposium was a well-attended session. We had a very good pool of local and international young 

early career professionals’ awardees that presented their current work at the symposium.  Twelve new members joined ECP committee during 

our past meeting. In order to help us meet the needs of ECP members and attract other ECP, we provided a short online survey to our members 

with questions regarding the changes that we made to the committee and the activities we sponsor during the Annual Meeting. We are waiting to 

collect and analyze all responses.  The ECP Social with Employer Networking event was very well attended by employers and employees.   In 

order to re-invigorate the ECP committee, the past-chair, chair and vice-chair actively worked together throughout the year. We envision to 

continue this type of involvement between members to strengthen the ECP committee. 

 

Emerging Diseases and Pathogens:  No report 

 

Epidemiology:  One of our priorities was to maintain all the members updated on all the different subjects that are important for the APS. 

Previous to the APS meeting, in Tampa, different proposals for special sessions in 2017 and ICPP, 2018, were received in order to be considered 

for discussion at the committee meeting. Previous to the meeting, a proposal of agenda was sent to the members. After the review and approval of 

the 2015 agenda, the following topics were discussed and considered among the most important aspects for 2017 meeting and ICPP, 2018: (1)  

Regarding the $500 that the Epidemiology Committee won from the 2015-2016 Councilors At Large Challenge, the members agreed to donate it 

to the 2017 Melhus Symposium; (2) This year we had two workshops: GLMM and Network Models in R. Both of them having gone very well – 

people stayed long and remained focused; laptops in use were being used for the day’s activities and not for distracted purposes. Network Models 

in R workshop as having been good and added that they could have benefitted from more time to cover all the material (~ > 3 hours); (3) For 

2017, two workshops will be offered: Larry Madden and Pierce Paul will offer a meta analysis/analysis of data from multiple locations 

workshop. Alissa Kriss and Mizuho Nita will offer a workshop on experimental design; (4) Odile Carisse and Walt Mahaffee proposed a especial 

session in “Real-time and near real-time information for plant disease management decisions”.  All speakers have been confirmed except for 

Harald Scherm who was not in attendance. The audience demonstrated interest and support;  (5) 2017 Melhus Symposium: Forrest Nutter (not in 

attendance) relayed via email an interest to again chair the symposium, this time with Pierce Paul. It was discussed that we will need a theme that 

is epidemiologically focused yet has broad appeal to be able to draw the very best from among a vast epidemiologically-related pool. The plan is 

to have ~4-5 speakers/awardees;  (6) ICPP, 2018: Jonathan Yuen (chair of the Epidemiology committee, ICPP) will be the lead to work with and 

to help in building the program and that we will need to decide quickly on the related matters. A topic that will be proposed theme will be 

“Emerging Plant Diseases and Climate Change”.  Ian Small was elected as Vice-Chair of the Epidemiology Committee for 2017. 

 

Evolutionary Genetics and Genomics:  Our recent activities included the development of two workshops, and two heavily attended special 

sessions for the 2016 meeting in Tampa. One of the sessions, "Disease Management in the Genomics Era" was moderated and organized by 

students and postdocs in our committee, with some help from other long time members. The other session entitled "See the Unseen, 

Metatranscriptomics Unveils Plant- and Vector-Pathogen Interactions", placed emphasis on obtaining presentations from student and postdoc 

APS members and nonmembers. 

 

Extension: Met at the national meeting to develop a proposal for a symposium in 2017.  Planned and facilitated a field trip for the 2016 national 

meeting to tour the Land at Epcot Center in Orlando, FL. 

 

Forest pathology:  The committee members met for the annual meeting, which was held prior to scheduled APS conference. Discussion 

included funding opportunities for forest pathology related projects and issues associated with that. The group also discussed potential session 

ideas for the upcoming 2017 and 2018 meetings. Further discussion regarding proposed sessions were exchanged via e-mails, following the 

meeting. The committee also organized forest pathology field trip titled: From Mangrove to Pine Cone: A Look at the Current and Emerging 

Forest Health Issues Affecting Florida. Two proposed sessions were later approved by APS planning committee in the spring of 2017: 

Phytobiomes 2.0: Functional approaches in forest ecosystems and A bridge over troubled ecosystems: how host cultivation creates novel 

pathogens.   Issues that were problematic in previous years were also addressed in the 2016 meeting as well. They included but were not limited 

to new and emerging diseases, prevention of further global spread for economically important pathogens, limited funding opportunities for forest 

pathology, particularly for forest restoration, and lack of understanding of the effects of climate change on native and exotic tree pathogens on 

forest ecosystems.  The expected outcomes for the next year included field trip in Texas with a focus on forest pathology in the southern USA 

and better awareness regarding diversity in forest pathology.  

 

Graduate Student:  The APS Graduate Student Committee supports the engagement of APS student members (both undergraduate and graduate 

members) within the wider society and field of plant pathology. The APS Graduate Student Committee provides these opportunities for students 

by welcoming APS graduate student members into the broader society, coordinating APS Foundation Student Travel awards (approximately 40 

given each year), communicating student specific issues to APS membership and leadership (and vice versa), providing networking and career 

development opportunities by aiding in CADRE workshops, maintaining social media accounts, and helping to coordinate APS Board positions 

for APS student members.  The APS Graduate Student Committee coordinates many of these efforts with other boards and committees within 

APS including: APS Foundation, CADRE, OPRO, Office of Education, and the 2026 Professional Development Forum.  Committee 

accomplishments during the past year include: Conducting a survey of graduate students in plant pathology and wrote article published in 

November 2015 Phytopathology News, entitle “Graduate school perspectives from the next-generation of plant pathologists”  Organizing a 

special session for the 2016 Annual Meeting: “Fieldside Manner: Serving Plant Pathology’s Stakeholders,” this session had approximately 150 

attendees  Organizing an Idea Café for the 2016 Annual Meeting: “Improving gender representation within plant pathology”  Coordinating the 

APS Foundation Student travel award process, this year there were a record number of applicants (115) and 42 awards were given  Coordinating 

the 2016 Art in Phytopathology contest  Proposing a special session for 2017 Annual Meeting: “Tackling technology to tell your story” 

 



Host Resistance:  At the 2016 APS meeting in Tampa the host resistance committee developed and organized the special session “Promising 

Phenotyping Efforts for Understanding Genetic and Molecular Bases of Plant Disease Resistance” on 3 August. There were seven speakers 

discussing innovative, reliable, high throughput laboratory, greenhouse and field methods for evaluating plant responses to biotic and abiotic 

stresses.  Approximately 60 attendees were present for the session. 

 

Industry:   Activities since last August: Industry & Extension Networking Event (sold out – 225 ppl), Graduate Student & Industry Lunch (sold 

out – 150 ppl), New Products and Services Special Session, Preparing for Careers in Industry Special Session (~150 ppl attended), and Industry 

Committee Meeting 

 

Integrated Plant Disease Management:  The committee focused mostly on developing a special session for the 2017 Annual Meeting (Status of 

Citrus Greening: Science, Perception and Policy). Perspective topics were discussed and tentative speakers were identified. 

Molecular and Cellular Phytopathology:  The committee worked four other APS subject committees to co-sponsor three special sessions for 

the 2016 APS Tampa meeting, including “Promising Phenotyping Efforts for Understanding Genetic and Molecular Bases of Plant Disease 

Resistance”, “See the Unseen: Metatranscriptomics Unveils Plant- and Vector-Pathogen Interactions” and “Translational Research for the 

Management of Complex Diseases”. All these sessions were well-attended with audiences with a diverse background. The annual committee 

meeting, led by the committee chair, was held in Tampa during the APS meeting and had more than 50 attendees. The attendees were from 

different US institutions and other countries and were at different stages of their career. In the meeting, several agenda and topics were discussed 

mainly including proposing special sessions for 2017 APS and 2018 ICPP meeting, increasing visibility of the committee, attracting new 

members from graduate and undergraduate students, facilitating and increasing the interactions among members within and outside of the 

committee. A total of 20 new members were added to the committee, and most of them are post-doctoral research fellows, graduate and 

undergraduate students. The vice chair was elected at the end of the meeting. 

 

Mycology:  Most recently, the committee organized the fungal foray for the 2016 meeting. These efforts were led by Brantlee Richter and Matt 

Smith, University of Florida, Gainesville, and those that attended the foray described the trip as informational and fun. Continued planning of 

special sessions, workshops, and field trips have also been a part of the committee’s activities in anticipation of the 2017 and 2018 meetings. One 

problem identified by the committee is limited training of students in morphological identification of fungal pathogens. To address this, the 

committee is proposing a special session to discuss the strengths, weaknesses, and importance of morphological ID and molecular ID of fungal 

plant pathogens. The environment of the 2017 meeting in San Antonio has limited the ability to plan a fungal foray, so the committee is 

proposing a fungal identification workshop that will complement the proposed symposium. In anticipation for the 2018 meeting, the committee is 

proposing a special session to address the importance of identifying cryptic pathogens, both with morphology and molecular techniques, and the 

effect of proper ID on disease management and regulation of global transport of plants. In addition to planning of seminars, the committee has 

expressed a desire to pursue the production of education materials. We have identified a potential collaboration with the teaching committee, and 

members would submit materials to the Plant Health Instructor. The committee also has discussed the impact of One Fungus/One Name 

initiative, and determined that the society continues to use the common name in publications and cite the other synonym names in referencing the 

organism. It was also identified that this could be facilitated using the SMML Fungus-Host Distribution database. 

 

Mycotoxicology: Approximately 35 people attended the 2016 meeting, and our committee partnered with three other APS committees 

(Molecular and Cellular Phytopathology, Biological Control, and Integrated Plant Disease Management) to organize a special session entitled: 

Translational Research for the Management of Complex Diseases. There were also 44 other poster/oral presentations at the meeting that 

described work on mycotoxins and mycotoxigenic plant pathogens. 

 

Nematology:  At this year’s annual meeting, the Nematology Committee focused on what our group has accomplished and what we would like 

to accomplish in the future. While the committee has been less active in this past year, we did still benefit from discussion during the annual 

meeting. For example, our interactions at last year’s meeting resulted in progress in updating the prevalentnematodes.org for which the Society of 

Nematology Widely Prevalent Plant Pathogenic Nematode Committee is the primary source of data. There are many opportunities to add more 

relevant data such as images and host information that would be useful to the broader plant protection community. Despite the committee 

meeting’s lower attendance this year relative to last, a lot of fruitful discussion and planning for the future was accomplished. Informal 

discussions on special session proposal topics and potential speakers took place since last year and these ideas matured through discussions 

during this year’s annual meeting. Our proposal for a special symposium for next year should bring in some new faces, doing cutting-edge 

research in nematode effector biology. Thinking globally for the 2018 meeting, we look forward to proposing both a session highlighting applied 

nematology with speakers conveying the global impact of plant parasitic nematodes and a workshop on identification techniques, which could be 

of interest to emerging plant diseases and regulatory committees. Aside from special session planning, our committee also discussed other ways 

in which we would like to increase our engagement within the society. There is interest among our membership in including more resources 

related to nematology in the Education Center as well as contributing a nematology topic to Phytopath News. Additionally there is an opportunity 

to contribute similar resources via the Plant Management Network through a webinar on management and/or detection that could be useful to 

extension agents. 

 

Pathogen Resistance:  No report 

 

Phyllosphere Microbiology:  Members of Phyllosphere Microbiology committee have been deeply involved with the Phytobiomes initiative. 

Plant Pathogen and Disease Detection:  In 2015, the Plant Pathogen and Disease Detection Committee submitted a proposal for a special 

session titled, “Emerging pathogen detection technologies: translating science into practice”. The session was organized by Tom Creswell, 

Mysore Sudarshana, Padma Sudarshana, and Frank Martin. This session was aimed to explore the needs driving research into new detection 

technologies and how new tools are validated and gain acceptance and widespread use. The symposium was co-sponsored by Diagnostics, 

Diseases of Ornamental Plants, Emerging Diseases and Pathogens. The symposium consisted of six topics including, Driving new detection 

techniques: What are the needs? (Cheryl Blomquist), Field deployable diagnostics: Are we there yet? (Frank Martin), Driving new detection 



technology: from research to validation to widespread acceptance (Mark Nakhla), RPA and related isothermal technologies (Timothy Miles), 

Detection of fungal pathogens in turf: a LAMP lights the way (Francesca Peduto Hand), and panel discussion. Unfortunately due to limited time 

in the program, the session was not accepted for the 2016 annual meeting. 

 

Post Harvest Pathology:  Establishing impacts of the postharvest pathology community was a priority. In 2015, the committee earned $200 in 

the Councilor Challenge for submitting the most impact statements. We decided to put this award towards covering the costs for a proposed 

symposium in 2017. 

 

Regulatory plant pathology:  The Regulatory committee members sponsored a special session at the APS 2016 meeting on The Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly of problems with imports and exports and Regulatory actions and challenges. In addition, there was an additional session on 

permitting and a phytoview session. 

 

Seed Pathology:  We co-hosted a special session at the 2015 APS annual meeting entitled “Seed transmission of vector-borne pathogens: 

mysteries, caveats and mechanisms” with the vector complex committee. This session addressed the impact of seed transmission on the 

epidemiology and management of vector-borne pathogens and was well attended. Members were actively involved in writing chapters for the 

second edition of the APS Press book entitled “DETECTION OF PLANT PATHOGENIC BACTERIA IN SEED AND PLANTING 

MATERIAL”. This publication is current in production with APS Press. Finally, we initiated an effort to establish a student travel award to 

commemorate past Seed Pathology Chair Lisa Shepherd. 
 

Soil Microbiology and Root Diseases:  2016 annual “Conference on soilborne plant pathogens” run by committee member Dr. Tim Paulitz 

 

Teaching:  For the last two years the committee has been working on a research project to investigate what is taught in introductory plant 

pathology courses and how they align with what employers expect from a new employee who has taken one of these courses.  This project, led 

by Brantlee Spakes-Richter, has received assistance from AULF, the Office of Education, the Industry Committee, and APS staff. The goals of 

this project are to 1) provide resources for new instructors, 2) gain insight into what is being taught and what should be taught in these courses, 

and 3) use feedback from instructors and employers to make recommendations on best practices for these courses. The first year of the project 

was spent planning and finding resources.  This year we were able to secure funding from APS and from a USDA-NIFA Higher Education 

Challenge Grant. This allowed us to develop a survey, identify survey participants, and launch the survey.  We now have data from this survey 

and are currently working to get more responses.  By the end of August, we will close the survey and start data analysis. This research helps to 

further APS goal #2 by bring together several APS groups to work proactively on current issues in plant pathology education and employment. 

Another major accomplishment this year was the organization of a webinar on blended and flipped classrooms.  This webinar was held May 26th 

with over 50 participants and is now available on the APS website. Three speakers gave presentations and answered questions from participants.  

Feedback from viewers, both at the time and who watched the recordings after, was very positive. The goal of this webinar was to get 

information out to instructors about these innovative teaching practices. This webinar focused on professional development and so aligns with 

APS goal #3. The teaching committee sponsored two ideas cafés at the APS annual meeting this year; one on 3D printing and one on 

incorporating research into teaching. We also spend time during the year developing a session proposal for the 2017 APS meeting on the 

advantages and challenges of lab courses. One reason we were able to be so productive this year is because we held quarterly phone meetings to 

keep projects moving. I feel that all of our teaching activities this year (and most years) are important for APS goal #1.  To be the premier source 

of plant health knowledge dissemination we will need to continue to prioritize teaching and learning. 

 

Turfgrass pathology:  In the last year the Turf Pathology Committee contributed to the following activities:  Development of the 2016 Special 

Session titled ‘The Phytobiome: A New Frontier in Turfgrass Disease Management’, updated the list of turfgrass disease common names as part 

of a larger APS directive, and worked with the APS Foundation to provide funding for a Turfgrass Pathology Student Travel in 2017. It was 

awarded to Elisha Allen-Perkins from the University of Massachusetts.  We also worked with APS Foundation to clarify the finances behind the 

award and how it can be increased to support additional turfgrass student travel in future years. 

 

Vector-pathogen Complexes:  Since last August, the committee has organized a special session on “The Impact of Vector-Borne Bacteria 

Pathogen on Associated Hosts.” The committee also started a Facebook group to facilitate announcements to the group 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1655574368017105/) and is open to all who are interested. 

 

Virology:  As a committee, we encourage all members to propose special sessions and discussion for relevant topics about viruses and plant -

virus and vector interactions. We discuss topics related to nomenclature of plant viruses and correct species names to be used for APS journals 

based on ICTV rules. A draft will be sent to virologists that act as editors for APS journals to have a consensus decision, and a final letter will be 

sent to APS officials and main editors. We also discussed details about planning activities for APS 2017 and APS- ICPP 2018 meetings. We 

discussed about future of viruses’ collections and possibilities for national and international repositories. We highlighted in our meeting all 

presentations, special and technical sessions, and awards received by our members and students. Also, some job opportunities available were 

advertised, and recognized funding for our sessions. 

 

 


