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Section 18 Program 

• Section 18 of Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act authorizes 
EPA to allow an unregistered use of a 
pesticide for a limited time if an 
emergency condition exists.

• Emergency conditions generally involve:
• Highly Damaging Pest, and
• No Alternative Control
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Section 18 Trends
Over the past 10 years, the number of emergency 
exemptions submitted to the Agency has declined.

Number of Emergency Exemption Applications Received by the Agency per fiscal year

FY98 FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08

705 577 653 617 574 505 602 486 432 314 171
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Section 18 Trends
Over the past 7 years, the number of Section 18s 
negated due to registration decisions has been 
strong and steady.

Number of Section 18s negated due to Section 3 registration decisions per fiscal year

FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08

56 66 120 71 67 146 125 96
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Section 18 Critical Pest 
Management Gaps

Section 18 program developed a list 
of Critical Pest Management Gaps. 
The list consists of the following:

1) long-running 18s,
2) new pests,
3) chemicals with uncertain registration 

status, and
4) Pest management situations with limited 

tool boxes.
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Critical Pest Management Gaps
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