Plant Health and

YOUR KITCHEN TABLE
BANANAS
• Bananas are a favorite fruit in many countries and

an

important diet staple. In the United States, people
eat an average of 28 pounds of bananas per year. In parts of
rural Africa, bananas can account for 25% of daily calories.

• The highly destructive Panama disease is spreading globally
because of a new pathogen variety that kills the most popular
type of banana.

ORANGES
•

Citrus greening, or huanglongbing, is
a devastating disease of nearly all types of citrus.

2007

It has decreased citrus production in Brazil by 31% and in
China by 25%.

• Between 2007 and 2018, this disease reduced orange juice
production in Florida by 72% and fresh orange production
by 21%. It has since moved into four other states.

2018

COFFEE
• Can you imagine your day without coffee? In the United States,
people drink around 400 million cups of coffee each year.

2.25 billion cups are consumed
globally each day.
Approximately

• Coffee rust, a disease of the coffee plant, is reducing yields
throughout Latin America. A recent increase in the disease has
resulted, in part, from warmer temperatures.

CHOCOLATE

• Chocolate is loved around the world! Most of the
chocolate produced is consumed in Europe and the
United States.
• Black pod disease destroys the cacao pods used to
make chocolate and is lethal to cacao trees. This disease

annual yield losses up to 30%

causes
and kills up to 10% of trees each year, thus threatening
chocolate shortages in the near future.

For more information visit planthealthisyourhealth.org

Disease Management
Growers worldwide are facing new
and severe diseases in their crops.
Research in plant pathology helps
growers manage diseases, prevent crop
losses, maintain profits, and continue
producing the foods consumers want.
This research includes:
• Developing disease-resistant
varieties using traditional and
molecular methods
• Developing and improving the use
of pesticides
• Investigating soil and environmental
conditions that affect plant health
• Identifying integrated pest
management approaches that
use diverse techniques
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