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Jacque Fletcher, Jim MacDonald, Chris Mundt, Paul Peterson, and 
I are excited to present, “In Celebration of 100 Years of The American 
Phytopathological Society,” a symposium planned as one of four special 
sessions during the Centennial Meeting of APS, July 26–30, 2008, in 
Minneapolis. We are equally excited that this symposium, with the 
financial support approved by Council, will be included as one of the 
plenary sessions at the 9th International Congress of Plant Pathology 
scheduled for August 24–29, 2008, in Torino, Italy.

Peterson as APS historian will open this symposium with the how and 
why the society was formed and will touch on some of the key milestones 
in the development of APS. The next three topics will go more in-depth 
on three key areas of APS service to its members—and to science and 

society globally—that have helped make APS arguably among the most robust, service-oriented, 
and successful scientific societies for its nearly 
5,000-member size in the world. MacDonald 
will speak on the amazing growth and success 
of APS as a publisher of plant pathology 
literature; Fletcher will speak on public service 
and outreach activities and their impact on 
public policy and funding for research; and 
Mundt will speak on APS leadership and service 
internationally. As the final speaker, and to 
shift the focus to the science of plant pathology 
worldwide, I will attempt to do justice to the 
topic of contributions of plant pathology to the 
life sciences over the past 100 years.

APS has issued several position statements and 
white papers in recent years on such topics 
as world population and the food supply, 
biotechnology as a means for improving plant 
health and increasing plant productivity, 
biological weapons, crop biosecurity, and 
perspectives on sequencing microbial genomes. 
Less well known is that the first position 
statement of the society, issued in February1942 
by the War Emergency Committee of 
APS to USDA Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine on the importance of not 
compromising U.S quarantine standards during 
the war effort, stated that “… injurious foreign pests may be potentially as dangerous as human 
enemies, particularly since their work of destruction is likely to go on forever….” One of the first 
actions of the newly formed APS International Cooperation Committee, working through diplomatic 
channels, was to make contact with plant pathologists in the war-torn countries, starting in 1945. The 
following year, the International Cooperation Committee sent copies of the society’s 1946 “Summary 
of Nationwide Tests with Newer Fungicides” to the leading plant pathologists in European counties 
“to help our foreign colleagues.”

The 1958 Golden Jubilee Meeting was unquestionably the most scientifically significant and society-
defining accomplishment of APS in its first 50 years. Equally or more importantly, publication of 
Plant Pathology Problems and Progress 1908-1958 was among the earliest attempts by any professional 
scientific society to establish a framework for its science as synthesized through reviews, at a time 
when publications were limited largely to original experimental data as journal articles. Encouraged 
by this success, a Special Committee to Study Publications and Public Relations, chaired by James 
G. Horsfall, proposed at the Biloxi meeting in 1961 that APS launch Perspectives in Plant Pathology 
as a new publication of the society with its own business plan. It would be interesting to know the 
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“The webcast format is much more dynamic 
than text articles,” said Wimer. “Through this 
new format, we can provide practitioners with 
more comprehensive management information 
in a timely way—and users can listen when and 
where they want.”

In addition to the webcasts, Focus on Soybean 
includes two other resource areas. One, titled 
Search Soybean Information, provides several 
search engines whereby readers can locate soy-
bean-related information found either elsewhere 
on the PMN site or on its partner websites. This 
information includes university extension pub-
lications, journal articles, images, and products 
from PMN’s partner organizations. The other 
area, Featured Soybean Websites, identifies ad-
ditional high-quality soybean web resources, like 
PMN’s own Soybean Rust Information Center. 
The links also feature soybean-focused web pages 
located on PMN partner sites.

Focus on Soybean is the first in a series 
of crop-specific resources targeted to 
agricultural professionals. Find it at www.
plantmanagementnetwork.org/infocenter/topic/
focusonsoybean. It is accessible by a low-cost 
annual subscription that includes all of PMN’s 
other current and future electronic resources, 
including future Focus topics, for a single price. 
APS members wishing to access them can do so 
at the discounted annual rate of $38. n

March 2008
13	 Centennial Meeting abstract 

submission deadline. http://meeting.
apsnet.org

30	 PPB nominations due for board 
positions. Contact Jacque Fletcher, 
jacqueline.fletcher@okstate.edu

31	 APS Foundation Student 
	 Travel Award applications due. 

www.apsnet.org/foundation/
travelgrant.asp

April 2008
15	 Plant Pathology Journalism Award 

entries due. www.apsnet.org/media/
	 PlantPathologyJournalismAward.asp

June 2008
1	 World’s Dirtiest Jobs in Plant 

Pathology video contest submissions 
due. www.apsnet.org/members/
opae/dppjc/Default.aspx

IMPORTANT APS 
DATES TO REMEMBER
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discussions that followed because this special committee left Biloxi renamed the Special Committee for 
Annual Reviews, chaired by Horsfall. The first issue of Annual Review of Phytopathology with Horsfall 
as editor appeared 2 years later. Twenty years later, immediately following the Diamond Jubilee 
Meeting in 1983, APS formed APS PRESS and became a highly successful publisher of nonjournal 
publications in its own right.

As recently as the 1950s, the discussion was on whether plant pathology is a science or applications 
from other fields of science. Of the many examples of “firsts” in the life sciences over the past 100 
years, two examples illustrate both the impact and the serendipity of the science of plant pathology, 
one mission linked and the other curiosity driven. Flor’s gene-for-gene model, possibly the most novel 
contribution of plant pathology to the life sciences, emerged from research aimed at control of flax 
rust but helped spark the emergence of molecular plant biology through molecular characterization 
of virulence, defense, and innate resistance, now on the forefront in the life sciences but still to find 
practical application beyond that implemented based on E. C. Stakman’s earlier work. In contrast, 
knowledge of the molecular basis for crown gall emerged from curiosity-driven research but is 
resulting in major practical applications.

These and many other stories will serve to help us celebrate the rich history of APS and the many 
contributions from plant pathology not just in America but worldwide. n

More than 250 participants experienced the 
unique, highly focused 2007 National Soybean 
Rust Symposium in Louisville, KY. The third 
symposium of it’s kind examined the disease 
from virtually every angle. In addition to 
opportunities to network and explore new areas 
of investigation, participants appreciated and 

Highly Focused 2007 National Soybean Rust Symposium Great Event

actively engaged in important presentations, 
posters, and discussions. 

A diverse audience of more than 250 
participated in the meeting which was held 
December 12–14, 2007. The event was 
composed of 42 oral presentations and 57 
posters and was coordinated by APS in 
partnership with 20 key related organizations.

Raymond Schneider, Louisiana State 
University, was the symposium coordinator. 
“This symposium was truly unique in that it 
brought together a diverse audience all with a 
common interest,” said Schneider. “In addition 
to opportunities to network and explore 
new areas of investigation, the symposium 
featured presentations and discussions on 
such topics as molecular biology and genetics, 
development of disease resistant varieties, use 
of fungicides, disease management strategies 
and tactics, computer simulations, and other 
areas of importance. New this year was a lively 
session devoted to experiences and perceptions 
of producers, extension specialists, and crop 
consultants.” 

Once again attendees appreciated the highly 
focused opportunity to discuss this disease. 

Participant feedback included “Excellent 
informative meeting that covers the subject of 
Asian soybean rust to the fullest from a global 
to a local environmental standpoint;” and “It 
was the most informative professional meeting I 
attended in 2007. Anyone interested in soybean 
rust should strongly consider attending.”

Proceedings, including PDF files of all 
the posters and presentations along with 
a report on the discussions from the 2007 
National Soybean Rust Symposium, are 
posted on the Plant Management Network’s 
Soybean Rust Information Center at www.
plantmanagementnetwork.org/infocenter/topic/
soybeanrust/2007/.

APS thanks Symposium Coordinator Raymond 
Schneider, as well as each of the symposium 
organizers, attendees, and sponsors for making 
the 2007 symposium a great event! n

Growers, consultants, researchers, and industry representatives appreciated the opportunity to network during the 
2007 National Soybean Rust Symposium. Posters were on display during the meeting, seen here in the background.

2007 National Soybean Rust Symposium Coordinator 
Ray Schneider opened the event with a brief historical 
overview and reviewed the focus for this year’s meeting.

Audience participation was strongly encouraged through-
out the meeting with time for questions and answers after 
every session. Bob Kemerait, University of Georgia, posed 
a question to the presenters of the first general session.

Make Sure You Are 
Included in the 
Centennial Member 
Directory  
All members at the time of the Centennial 
Meeting will be listed in the Centennial Member 
Directory. The directory is part of a special APS 
history booklet that will be distributed at the 
Centennial Meeting. Please make sure your 
membership as well as contact and demographic 
information is current by May 1, 2008. 

Contact the Membership Department at 
apsinfo@scisoc.org or 1.800.481.2698 
(+1.651.454.7250 outside U.S.) with any 
questions. n  
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