Focus

The phaseolin gene from bean has been transferred to sunflower by means

of tumor-inducing plasmid vectors, accord1ng to N. Murai of the U ;yers1ty
of Wisconsin, Madison, and colleagues at Agr genetlcs Advanced‘Reseerch
Laboratory, Madison. This confirms ev1dence that;'ukaryotlc genes can be
detected as proteins in alien plant cells. (Sc1eﬁce 222 476-482, 1983) 4

Seed-transmitted bacterial b11ght of peas has;been found for the flrst t1me
in Israel by Y. Bashan and R. Kenneth of Heb ew’Unxve“”‘ty, Rehovot whether
the pathogen is indigenous is not known (Phytoparasltica 11 113 115 1983)

Production of cerato-ulmin in trees 1nfected with Ceratocxst1 ulml has been
confirmed by S. Takai and W. C. Rlchards of the Canadlan Forestry Service,
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and K. J. stevenson of the Un1versity of Calgary, .
Alberta, Canada. This toxin is cons1dered to be 1nv01ved in Dutch elm disease.ui
(Physiol. Plant Pathol. 23:275- 280, 1983) . ~ -

Stress on forest vegetation in Austr1a is at least partly attt1butable to ozone;
at higher elevations and to nitrogen OXIdeS in overcrowded areas, as well as
to other air pollutants, according to 8. Smidt of the Instltut fiir Forstschutz,:
Vienna. The phytotoxic effect of 802 is incrwasekéespeclally by ozone and - ’
nitrogen oxides in overpopulated areas. (Bur. J. ‘aPathol 13 133 141, 1983)

Rainbow trout refused to eat d:e,s!contaxh 1g 20 p ore of vom1tox1n per gram
of Fusarium-infected corn, report B. WOodwar 3 L5€G Young, and A.:K. Lun of tb '
University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. Trout appeared to be as sen81t1ve as p1gs
to this toxin. (Aquaculture 35: 93 -101, 1983) ' . . - .

A soft red winter wheat cultlvar and several other 11nes res1atant to the cerea
leaf beetle have been developed by J. A. Webster of the USDA«ARS Stlllwater,
and D. H. Smith, Jr., of the USDA-ARS, Beltsvllle, MD. Resistant barley germ plasm
is also available, but not oats. (U.S. Dep. Agrzc. Tech. Bull 1673 1983) ;

The mycorrhizal fungus Glomus fasclculatus r duced sever1ty of § gleretium volfg;
on peanut, report K. R. Krishna and D. J. Ba 'araj of the Un1vers:ty of
Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, India. The pathogen reduced paras1tism by
fungus, and the fungus reduced the number ofisclerotla produced by the patho'en
(Can. J. Bot. 61:2349-2351, 1983) - . | . -

Rain sampled at seven sites near a coal flred power plant in Hlnnesota durlng,
4-year period showed no trend in concentratlon of the hydrogen ion or other ion
according to G. C. Pratt and assoolates at thSKUnlverslty of Minnesota, St. Paul,
Sulfate and nitrate anions were more closely associated with metallic and ammon;ﬂ

ions than the hydrogen ion, (Atmos. Env1ron 17 1347-355, 1983) -

Erwinia nulandii, a newly descrlbed species pathogenxc to bean (Phaseolus . ~
vulgaris), is seed-transmitted and causes yellow spots that become 1tregular in
shape, report M. L. Schuster, A. M. Schuster nd D. S. Nuland of the*Univepsit
of Nebraska, L1nc01n. (HortSclenoe 18[4] 50.‘“” - .

Beijerinckia was the predom1nant nltrogenafl
the phyllospheres of sugarcane, sorghum. ragi
to M. G. Murty of the Indian Institute of Sci

fixation occurred on the leaf surfaees< f
did not correlate with C, or c3 speCies

6 Plant Disease/Vol. 68 No. 1



