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Getting the Message Across: APS Public Policy
Board Internship

Kimberly M. Webb, STA Laboratories, kimberly.webb@stalabs.com

As the first APS Public Policy Board (PPB) early career intern, I have had
a unique opportunity to be involved in issues that directly impact my
career as a young plant pathologist as well as to appreciate the role that
plant pathologists can play in directly impacting public policy and public
research funding initiatives. The APS PPB internship is an opportunity

for early career members of APS (graduate students, post-docs, or APS
members within 10 years of receiving their degrees) to gain hands-on
experience in public policy that relates generally to agricultural science
and specifically to matters of interest to APS. The internship provided an
opportunity for me to learn early in my career how scientific societies,
nongovernmental organizations, and executive branch agencies can
directly interact and influence public policy. The internship was a year-long
lesson on how to communicate effectively with all interested shareholders
on an issue, formulate clear action plans, and articulate a well-developed message on policy decisions
that relate to the science of plant pathology.

Before the PPB internship, as a relatively
new researcher/scientist in an industry
position, I was thrown directly into
public policy issues that affect my
everyday job. From ensuring USDA-
APHIS compliance, understanding
phytosanitary regulations, and becoming
involved in the public dialog regarding
the agricultural industry’s role in
biosecurity and free trade, I frequently
was asked my stance on policy questions
that I didn’t know much about. Even so,
when I applied for the PPB internship, I
had little idea of exactly how important
this opportunity was going to become.
In the fall of 2006, shortly before I
joined the PPB, the leafy vegetable
industry had a significant outbreak of E. co/i 0157:H7 in bagged spinach. Fresh spinach was recalled
from grocery store shelves across the country and significant numbers of spinach production fields
were destroyed. After the recall and the public cry for guaranteeing the safety of the U.S. food
supply, my company (STA Laboratories) started receiving calls from government officials, seed
industry representatives, and grower groups requesting a diagnostic test for the seed-borne incidence
of human pathogenic strains of E. coli. However, since little information was available about
whether E. coli was even seed borne, developing a diagnostic test for it was very challenging.

As pare of her PPB Internship, Kim Webb participated in several
discussions on critical plant pathology issues with key agency
personnel during the PPB meetings in Washington, DC.

The E. coli experience showed us how important it was for the plant pathology community to
address research issues related to the interactions of human pathogens and food crops. It also
was important for APS, through the PPB, to advocate for additional funding for research on the
epidemiological impacts of the plant-borne nature of £. coli 0157:H7. Because of my own intense
interest in these issues, I was encouraged to play a leading role as the PPB launched an intensive
exploration of plant pathology-relevant food safety issues and worked to bring attention to them in
the policy arena. The PPB internship has allowed me the opportunity to meet representatives with
U.S. governmental agencies, trade organizations, policy makers, etc. that are directly involved with
tracking outbreaks, safeguarding our food supply, and developing public policy in regards to our
food production. I now have a better understanding of how the system works and therefore how
to better work with it as a scientific professional. I now understand that APS is
highly respected by federal agencies and can play an integral role in developing
U.S. agricultural policy and funding decisions. I strongly encourage other early
career members of APS to take advantage of the internship opportunity as I
found it to be such a rewarding experience personally and professionally. m APS
PUBLIC POLICY
BOARD



























APS Journal Articles

Phytopathology
December 2007, Volume 97, Number 12

Evaluation of the Genetic Diversity of Xylella fastidiosa
Strains from Citrus and Coffee Hosts by Single-
Nucleotide Polymorphism Markers.

Pathological Variations Within Xanthomonas campestris
pv. mangiferaeindicae Support Its Separation Into
Three Distinct Pathovars that Can Be Distinguished
by Amplified Fragment Length Polymorphism.

Hypovirulence and Double-Stranded RNA in Botrytis
cinerea.

Topography and Crop Management Are Key Factors for
the Development of American Leaf Spot Epidemics
on Coffee in Costa Rica.

Epidemiology of Cercospora Leaf Spot on Sugar Beet:
Modeling Disease Dynamics Within and Between
Individual Plants.

Phytophthora ramorum Colonizes Tanoak Xylem and Is
Associated with Reduced Stem Water Transport.

Differences Between Ascospores and Conidia of
Didymella rabiei in Spore Germination and Infection
of Chickpea.

A Distributed Lag Analysis of the Relationship Between
Gibberella zeae Inoculum Density on Wheat Spikes
and Weather Variables.

Influence of Weather Conditions on Infection of Peach
Fruit by ZTaphrina deformans.

Differential Effects of Phenylalanine Ammonia Lyase,
Cinnamyl Alcohol Dehydrogenase, and Energetic
Metabolism Inhibition on Resistance of Appropriate
Host and Nonhost Cereal-Rust Interactions.

Vegetative Compatibility of Fusarium graminearum
Isolates and Genetic Study on Their Carbendazim-
Resistance Recombination in China.

Cacao Diseases: Important Threats to Chocolate
Production Worldwide.

Cacao Diseases—The Trilogy Revisited.

Frosty Pod of Cacao: A Discase with a Limited
Geographic Range but Unlimited Potential for
Damage.

Ceratocystis Wilt of Cacao—A Disease of Increasing
Importance.

Black Pod: Diverse Pathogens with a Global Impact on
Cocoa Yield.

Vascular-Streak Dieback: A New Encounter Disease
of Cacao in Papua New Guinea and Southeast Asia
Caused by the Obligate Basidiomycete Oncobasidium
theobromae.

Cacao Diseases: A Global Perspective from an Industry
Point of View.

Development of a Marker Assisted Selection Program
for Cacao.

Plant Disease
December 2007, Volume 91, Number 12

‘The Histology of Hybrid Poplar Clones Inoculated with
Septoria musiva.

A Field Study on the Influence of Verticillium dahliae
and Pratylenchus penetrans on Gas Exchange of
Potato.

Occurrence and Distribution of Qol-Resistant Isolates
of Colletotrichum cereale from Annual Bluegrass in
California.

Sensitivity Distributions of California Populations
of Colletotrichum cereale to the DMI Fungicides
Propiconazole, Myclobutanil, Tebuconazole, and
Triadimefon.

Genetic Diversity in Populations of Phytophthora
citricola Associated with Horticultural Crops in
California.

Intergenic Spacer—RFLP Analysis and Direct
Quantification of Australian Fusarium oxysporum f.
sp. vasinfectum Isolates from Soil and Infected Cotton
Tissues.

Molecular and Serological Characterization of Cucumber
mottle virus, a New Cucurbit-Infecting Tobamo-like
Virus.

Species-Specific Primers for Eutypella parasitica, the
Causal Agent of Eutypella Canker of Maple.

Sources of Resistance to Tobacco streak virus in Wild
Arachis (Fabaceae: Papilionoidae) Germplasm.

Modifications of PARP Medium Using Fluazinam,
Miconazole, and Nystatin for Detection of Pythium
spp. in Soil.

Efficacy of Pre- and Postinoculation Application of
Fungicides to Expanding Young Citrus Leaves for
Control of Melanose, Scab, and Alternaria Brown
Spot.

Preplant Biofumigation with Sorghum or Methyl
Bromide Compared for Managing Criconemoides
xenoplax in a Young Peach Orchard.

Macroarray Detection of Solanaceous Plant Pathogens in
the Fusarium solani Species Complex.

Effect of Oriental Medicinal Plant Extracts on Spore
Germination of Alternaria brassicicola and Nature of
Inhibitory Substances from Speedweed.

Baseline and Differential Sensitivity to Two Qol
Fungicides Among Isolates of Phytophthora cactorum
That Cause Leather Rot and Crown Rot on
Strawberry.

Phomapsis amaranthicola and Microsphaeropsis amaranthi
Symptoms on Amaranthus spp. Under South Texas
Conditions.

Effects of Cultivars and Fungicides on Rice Sheath
Blight, Yield, and Quality.

Management of Phytophthora Crown Rot in Pumpkin
and Zucchini Seedlings with Phosphonates.

Fungal Decay of First-Crop and Main-Crop Figs.
Detection and Quantification of Rbizoctonia solani AG-1
IA, the Rice Sheath Blight Pathogen, in Rice Using

Real-Time PCR.

A PCR-Based Assay for Detection of Puccinia striiformis
f. sp. tritici in Wheat.

Timing of Fungicide Applications for Control of Husk
Spot Caused by Pseudocercospora macadamiae in
Macadamia.

First Report of Bois Noir Phytoplasma in Grapevine in
Canada.

Detection of Tomato spotted wilt virus in Tomato in the
Baja California Peninsula of Mexico.

First Report of Apium virus Y'in Celery in New Zealand.

First Report of the Nematode, Tylenchulus palustris,
Parasitizing Peach in Virginia.

Identification of New Alternative Weed Hosts for /ris
yellow spot virus in the Pacific Northwest.

First Report of Pitch Canker Caused by Fusarium
circinatum on Pinus halepensis and P pinea in Apulia
(Southern Italy).

First Report of Spring Dead Spot of Zoysiagrass Caused
by Ophiosphaerella korrae in the United States.

First Report of Gray Leaf Spot of Mango (Mangifera
indica) Caused by Pestalotiopsis mangiferae in Taiwan.

First Report of Powdery Mildew on Greenhouse
Tomatoes Caused by Oidium neolycopersici in
Michoacan, Mexico.

First Report of Dothichiza caroliniana Causing Double
Spot on Highbush Blueberry in South America.

First Report of Five Sooty Blotch and Flyspeck Fungi on
Prunus americana in the United States.

First Report of Dolabra nepheliae on Rambutan and
Litchi in Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

First Report in Myanmar of Xanthomonas axonopodis pv.
mangiferaeindicae Causing Mango Bacterial Canker
on Mangifera indica.

First Report of Soybean dwarf virus in Soybean in
Northern Illinois.

Wild Himalayan Cherry (Prunus cerasoides) as a Natural
Host of Prunus necrotic ringspot virus in India.

First Report of Waitea circinata var. circinata Causing
Brown Ring Patch on Poa trivialis in California.

First Report of Phomapsis longicolla on Cocklebur
(Xanthium strumarium) in Croatia.

First Report of Sweet potato virus G and Sweet potato
virus 2 Infecting Sweet Potato in Spain.

First Report of Seedling Damping-Off of Fennel Caused
by Alternaria petroselini in the Netherlands.

First Report of a y 3-Proteobacterium Associated with
Diseased Strawberries in Italy.

MPMI
December 2007, Volume 20, Number 12

Expression Profiles of Genes Encoded by the
Supernumerary Chromosome Controlling AM-
Toxin Biosynthesis and Pathogenicity in the Apple
Pathotype of Alternaria alternata.

Regulation of a Virus-Induced Lethal Disease in Tomato
Revealed by LongSAGE Analysis.

Suppression of Infectious TMV Genomes Expressed in
Young Transgenic Tobacco Plants.

Duplication of a Conditionally Dispensable
Chromosome Carrying Pea Pathogenicity (PEP) Gene
Clusters in Nectria haematococca.

The HC-Pro Protein of Potato Virus Y Interacts with
NtMinD of Tobacco.

Salicylic Acid and Jasmonic Acid Signaling Defense
Pathways Reduce Natural Bacterial Diversity on
Arabidopsis thaliana.

The N-terminus of the Begomovirus Nuclear Shuttle
Protein (BV1) Determines Virulence or Avirulence in
Phaseolus vulgaris.

Oxalate-Degrading Bacteria Can Protect Arabidopsis
thaliana and Crop Plants Against Botrytis cinerea.

The Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Begomovirus
Transcriptional Activator Protein Transactivates the
Viral Promoter-Driven Transgene and Causes Toxicity
in Transgenic Tobacco Plants.

A Chitin Synthase with a Myosin-Like Motor Domain
Is Essential for Hyphal Growth, Appressorium
Differentiation, and Pathogenicity of the Maize
Anthracnose Fungus Colletotrichum graminicola.

Opverexpression of the Apple MpNPRI Gene Confers
Increased Disease Resistance in Malus x domestica.

The Hypersensitive Response to Tomato leaf curl New
Delhi virus Nuclear Shuttle Protein Is Inhibited by
Transcriptional Activator Protein.

A Developmentally Linked, Dramatic, and Transient
Loss of Virus from Roots of Arabidopsis thaliana
Plants Infected by Either of Two RNA Viruses.

Metabolism of Reactive Oxygen Species Is Attenuated in
Leghemoglobin-Deficient Nodules of Lozus japonicus.

Dissection of the Barley 21.1.0 Region Carrying the
‘Laevigatum’ Quantitative Resistance Gene to Leaf
Rust Using Near-Isogenic Lines (NIL) and subNIL.

Plant Management Network
www.plantmangementnetwork.org

Plant Health Progress

Occurrence of Ustilago striiformis in Dactylis glomerata
Seed Production Fields in Oregon.

Tolerance of Cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) Seedlings to
Preemergence and Postemergence Herbicides with
Four Modes of Action.

First Report of Pierce’s Disease in New Mexico.

Expansion of the Range of Pierce’s Disease in Virginia.

Hosta virus X Detected in Kansas. ®
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Calendar of Events

APS Sponsored Events

February 2008
2-5 — APS Southern Division Meeting
in conjunction with SAAS. Dallas, TX.
www.cals.ncsu.edu/plantpath/activities/
societies/aps/SouthernAPS.html

March 2008
26-28 — APS Potomac Division Meeting.
Morgantown, WV. www.filebox.vt.edu/users/
abaudoin/potomac/

June 2008
25-27 — APS Pacific Division Meeting.
Jackson Hole, WY. www.apsnet.org/members/
div/pacific/

July 2008

26-30 — Minneapolis, MN.

(Centennial Meeting)

http://meeting.apsnet.org/

Centennial

26-30 — APS North Central Division
Meeting. Minneapolis, MN. www.apsnet.
org/members/div/northcentral/

September 2008
22-26 — APS Caribbean Division and 6th
International Scientific Seminar on Plant
Health. Havana, Cuba. www.apsnet.org/
members/div/caribbean/

Upcoming APS Annual Meetings

August 1-5, 2009 — Portland, OR.
August 7-11, 2010 — Nashville, TN.
August 6-10, 2011 — APS/IAPPS Joint
Meeting. Honolulu, HI

Other Upcoming Events

January 2008
8-10 — Western Disease Conference. Portland,
OR. (tamla.blunt@colostate.edu)

10-12 — International Symposium on “A Journey

of Plant Physiology to Plant Biology.” Calcutta,
India. www.plantphysiologyforum.org

14-17 — 43rd Tobacco Workers’ Conference.
Savannah, GA. www. TWConference.com

February 2008
3-5 — AAIE Ecological Pest Management

Conference & 42nd Annual Meeting. San Luis

Obispo, CA. www.aaie.net/conference.htm

10-15 — Plant Innate Immunity (X2). Keystone,

CO. www.keystonesymposia.org/Meetings/
viewMeetings.cfm?Meeting]D=932

March 2008

12-13 — 35th Annual Meeting of the Southern
Soybean Disease Workers. Pensacola Beach, FL.

http://cipm.ncsu.edu/ent/SSDW/

26-28 — 54th Annual Soil Fungus Conference.

Santa Paula, CA. http://soilfungus.ars.usda.gov/

April 2008
3-6 — Third International Late Blight

Conference 2008. Beijing, China. http://research.

cip.cgiar.org/typo3/web/index.php?id=1053

14-18 — 6th International Seed Testing
Association Seed Health Symposium. Kruger
National Park, South Africa.

www.up.ac.za/conferences/ielc

20-24 — 12th International Symposium on
Virus Diseases of Ornamental Plants (ISHS).
Van der Valk Hotel, Haarlem, The Netherlands.
www.plant-virology.nl/ISVDOP12

23-25 — VIII Symposium on Plant
Biotechnology. Santa Clara, Villa Clara, Cuba.
http://simposio.ibp.co.cu

June 2008
28-July 2 — 8th International Oat Conference.
Minneapolis, MN. (stuth001@umn.edu)

July 2008
13-18 — 5th International Congress of
Nematology. Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
www.5icn.org

August 2008
3-7 — 35th Annual Meeting of the Plant
Growth Regulation Society of America. San
Francisco, CA. www.pgrsa.org

17-22 — 16th Congress of the Federation of

European Societies of Plant Biology (FESPB).

Tampere, Finland. www.fespb2008.0rg

20-22 — 4th International Symposium on
Rhizoctonia. Berlin, Germany.
www.rhizoctonia.org

23-24 — 3rd International Phytophthora/
Pythium Workshop in association with the 9th
ICPP-2008. Torino, Italy. www.aphis.usda.gov/
plant_health/identification/phytophthora/

24 — Colletotrichum Diseases of Fruit Crops
Workshop (with the ICPP). Torino, Italy.
www.icpp2008.org/workshops_det6.php

24-29 — 9th International Congress of Plant
Pathology. Torino, Italy. www.icpp2008.org

30-September 2 — 10th International Fusarium
Workshop. Alghero, Sardinia, Italy.
www.cdl.umn.edu/scab/10th_fhb_wkshp.htm

30-September 3 — 8th European Nitrogen
Fixation Conference. Gent, Belgium.
http://NFix2008.psb.ugent.be

September 2008

9-12 — IOBC/WPRS Workshop Molecular
Tools for Understanding and Improving
Biocontrol. Interlaken, Switzerland.
www.iobc-wprs.org/events/index.html

22-26 — 16th Ornamental Workshop on
Diseases and Pests. Hendersonville, NC.
www.cals.ncsu.edu/plantpath/activities/societies/
ornamental/

October 2008

26-31 — IV International Silicon in
Agriculture Conference. Wild Coast Sun,
Port Edward, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

www.siliconconference.org.za

November 2008

4-7 — 2nd International Symposium on
Biological Control of Bacterial Plant Diseases.
Orlando, FL. http://grove.ufl.edu/-biocon/

January 2009

TBA — Indian Phytopathological Society
International Symposium on Plant Pathology.
India. www.ipsdis.org

March 2009

24-26 — The Sixth International IPM
Symposium, “Transcending Boundaries.”
Portland, OR. www.ipmcenters.org/
ipmsymposium09/

July 2009

19-23 — 14th Congress on Molecular
Plant-Microbe Interactions. Québec City,
Canada. www.ismpminet.org/meetings

For the most current listing go to
www.apsnet.org/meetings/calendar.asp.
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