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APS Pacific Division
Call for Student
Travel Award
Applications
Applications are invited for the Pacific
Division Student Travel Award. This award,
established in 2000, is intended to increase
opportunities for students attending institu-
tions within the Pacific Division region to
participate in APS Pacific Division meetings.
This year’s Pacific Division meeting will be
held in conjunction with the APS Annual
Meeting in Anaheim, CA. Awards of $200
will be available to APS Pacific Division 
student members giving oral presentations 
at the APS Annual Meeting. Students who
receive an award will not be eligible to apply
for an award the following year. Preference
will be given to students who have never
received a division travel award. Students
who receive a travel award will automatically
be entered in the student paper competition.

Student dues are $1 per year. Visit 
www.apsnet.org/members/aps2004app.pdf
for an application or call Denise Kessler,
+1.651.994.3806, with membership
questions.

Application packets must include the
following:
1. Abstract as submitted for the meeting.
2. Supporting letter (one page maximum)
from your major professor. This letter can
include: a) reason student is attending the
meeting; b) scientific, academic, and creative
merits of the student; and c) any special cir-
cumstances that make attendance at the
meeting dependent on receiving a Pacific
Division Student Travel Award.

Submit 5 copies of the application packet 
or a word file of the application materials by
May 1, 2004, to: Janice Uchida, chair,
Pacific Division Student Travel Award
Committee, University of
Hawaii, PEPS Dept., 3190
Maile Way, Honolulu, HI
96822-2232. Phone: +1.808.
956.2827; Fax: +1.808.956.
2832; E-mail: juchida@hawaii.
edu. �

Division News

The IPM Collaborative Research Support
Programs

In the OIP column in the November 2003 issue of Phytopathology News,
the origins and goals of the USAID-funded Collaborative Research
Support Programs (CRSPs) were discussed, and the Bean/Cowpea CRSP
was featured. In the current column, the Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) CRSP is highlighted. 

As in the other CRSPs, experts from U.S. universities
and host country institutions collaborate on mutually
beneficial projects. The goals of the IPM CRSP are to
reduce crop losses due to pests and increase food pro-

duction and farmer income using IPM technologies that exert a negligible
impact on the environment. Major emphases are placed on fruit, vegetable,
and field crops. Host countries include Albania, Bangladesh, Ecuador,
Eritrea, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Jamaica, Mali, the Philippines, and Uganda; U.S. insti-
tutions include Montana State University,The Ohio State University, The Pennsylvania State
University, Purdue University, University of California Davis, University of Georgia, North
Carolina A&T University, Florida A&M University, Fort Valley State University, and the
USDA. Virginia Tech is the managing institution.

Given the large number of countries and institutions that are part of the IPM CRSP, it is not
surprising that numerous plant pathologists participate. Through their involvement with this
CRSP, the following individuals provide their time and expertise in solving pressing agricultur-
al problems internationally: Ekwamu Adipala, Makerere University, Kampala (Uganda);
Ronaldo Alberto, Central Luzon State University (Philippines); Lowell Black, formerly
AVRDC (Philippines and Bangladesh); Anton Baudoin, Virginia Tech (Uganda), Mercedes
Doyle, Zamarano (Honduras); Mike Ellis, Ohio State, Wooster (Ecuador); Greg Forbes, CIP
(Ecuador); Dave Geiser, Penn State (Uganda); Ruben Gapasin, Leyte State University
(Philippines); Bob Gilbertson, UC Davis (Bangladesh and Mali); Georgina Hakiza, National
Agricultural Research Organization, Kawanda (Uganda); John Halbrendt, Penn State
(Philippines); Ray Martyn, Purdue (Guatemala, Central American site chair); Sally Miller,
Ohio State, Wooster (Bangladesh, Philippines, Southeast Asian site chair, and Uganda); M. S.
Nahar, BSMR Agricultural University (Bangladesh); Jose Ochoa (Ecuador); Nenita Opina,
University of the Philippines Los Baños (Philippines); M. A. Rahman, Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (Bangladesh); M. H. Rashid, Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(Bangladesh); Willie Sanchez (Guatemala, Central American site coordinator); Carmen
Suarez-Capello, INIAP, Pichilingue (Ecuador, Latin American site coordinator); Beth
Teviotdale, UC Davis, Kearny (Mali); Judy Theis, USDA (Jamaica); Sue Tolin, Virginia Tech
(Jamaica, Caribbean site chair); and Herman Warren, Virginia Tech (Uganda). In addition,
Tom Mew, IRRI, serves on the Board of Directors and Doug Rouse, University of Wisconsin,
serves on the External Evaluation Panel for this CRSP. A tip of the OIP hat to the IPM CRSP
and the above scientists who have helped make it a success. 

More information on the IPM CRSP can be found at www.ag.vt.edu/ipmcrsp/index.asp. This
website includes a variety of information, including an IPM CRSP directory, annual reports,
newsletters, posters, PowerPoint presentations, photo galleries, and several other resources. To
receive periodic IPM CRSProgress reports, send your e-mail address to IPM-DIR@vt.edu. 

OIP Symposium in May Plant Disease
Jesse Dubin, longtime member of the OIP advisory board, organized a symposium at the
2002 APS Annual Meeting in Milwaukee, WI, on the impact of plant diseases on resource-
poor farmers. Full-length papers of four presentations from this session will be published in
Plant Disease. Watch for articles in the May issue by Dave Thurston, Cornell, “10,000 Years
of Experience with Sustainable Plant Disease Control”; Etienne Duveiller, CIMMYT, Nepal,
“Controlling Foliar Blights of Wheat in the Rice-Wheat Systems of Asia”; Karen Garrett et al.,
Kansas State, “Late Blight Management in the Peruvian Highlands”; and Tom Mew et al.,
IRRI, “Application of Rice Seed-Associated Antagonistic Bacteria to Manage Rice Diseases in
Developing Countries.”
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McBeath Awarded State Department
Fellowship
Jenifer Huang McBeath, University of Alaska Fairbanks, has been awarded a U.S. State
Department Embassy Science Fellowship (ESF). This is the first time an ESF has been awarded
to an academician or scientist who is not a U.S. government official. From March 1 to May 31,
2004, McBeath will be based in the U.S. Embassy in Beijing and will work closely with various
USDA offices on biotechnology, pest risk assessment, trade barriers, and
related issues. A synopsis of some of McBeath’s career accomplishments
and her responsibilities in China is included in this month’s People sec-
tion. McBeath has been a long-time supporter of OIP activities, and we
wish her well on this interesting assignment.

Please send items for OIP News and Views to: rcp@mail.ifas.ufl.edu �

Workshop On Real-Time PCR Held
A three-day introductory workshop on
real-time PCR for plant diagnosticians
and other applied plant pathologists was
recently offered at the University of
Kentucky by Paul Vincelli and
Bernadette Amsden. Introductory pre-
sentations on the theory and practice 
of real-time PCR were presented during
the afternoon of February 10, 2004; these
were followed by one and a half days of
intensive, hands-on activities, including
designing and executing four real-time
PCR experiments, extracting DNA from
infected root tissue, and pouring and 
running a gel. 

Topics covered during the workshop
included PCR, basics of real-time PCR,
advantages and limitations of the principal DNA detection technologies in real-time PCR,
experimental controls, recognizing and dealing with PCR inhibition, use of PCR kits, PCR
licensing, minimizing risks of sample contamination, and interpreting and troubleshooting
real-time PCR experiments.

It is expected that the workshop will be held again in February 2005 and may be expanded 
to include quantification of target DNA. �

Phytophthora Molecular Genetics
Workshop

The NSF Research Network “Phytophthora
Molecular Genetics” will meet in New
Orleans, May 21–23, 2004. The annual
workshop precedes the 104th general meet-
ing of the American Society of Microbiology
(ASM) that will be held May 23–27, 2004,
in New Orleans, LA. If you are active in the
field of molecular genetics and genomics of
Phytophthora or related Oomycetes you are
welcome to participate. For further informa-
tion on the program, costs, and accommo-
dations, visit www.dpw.wau.nl/fyto/
NSFworkshop/. For registration and submis-
sion of abstracts, contact the meeting coor-
dinators Francine Govers (Laboratory of
Phytopathology, Wageningen University,
Francine.Govers@wur.nl) or Paul Morris
(Biological Sciences, Bowling Green State
University, Ohio, pmorris@bgnet.bgsu.edu).

XIII Latin American Phytopathological
Congress/Argentine Phytopathological
Association Workshop

The XIII Latin American Phytopathological
Congress (XIII Congreso Latinoamericano
de Fitopatología), organized by the Latin
American Phytopathological Association
(ALF), will be held in Villa Carlos Paz, near
the city of Cordoba, Cordoba Province,
Argentina, April 19–22, 2005. It will be
held jointly with the IIIrd Workshop of the
Argentine Phytopathological Association
(Asociación Argentina de Fitopatología,
AAF). The president of the Local
Organizing Committee (and the president of
ALF) is Sergio L. Lenardon, Institute for
Phytopathology and Plant Physiology
(IFFIVE), INTA, Cordoba, Argentina. Please
contact slenard@infovia. com.ar. �

Meetings

Seated, left to right: Paul Bachi, Bernadette Amsden, Richard
Baird.Standing, left to right: Jackie Mullen, Paul Vincelli,
Clarissa Balbalian, Karen Rane, Julie Beale, Ed Dixon, 
Gail Ruhl.


