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Plant Management Network’s New Partners
The 2009 Plant Management Network New Partners Campaign is proving to be very 
successful. The recent partnership drive, which has now been extended through September, 
has thus far garnered five new members that are premier organizations within their fields. 
They join the ranks of PMN’s now nearly 70 partners. Partners who commit during the 
campaign receive a first-year discount. Recent partners include some of the world’s top 
universities, companies, and nonprofit organizations in agriculture and horticulture. 

Bayer CropScience, one of the 
leading companies in crop protection, 
focuses its crop protection activities 
on four areas: herbicides, insecticides, 

fungicides, and seed treatments. Their pipeline of products, resulting from innovation 
excellence, helps ensure that their crop protection portfolio continues to respond to a range 
of market needs.

The University of Alaska-Fairbanks’s School 
of Natural Resources & Agricultural Sciences 
(SNRAS) offers a world-class learning and research 
environment for undergraduate and graduate 
students. The school has four academic departments: forest sciences, geography, high 
latitude agriculture, and resources management. These departments provide teaching, 
research, and outreach activities that promote the successful long-term management of 
Alaska’s natural resources.

BIOREBA AG has been a leading company 
in plant disease diagnostics since 1980. The 
company has a long tradition of developing and 
producing ELISA and rapid one-step assays, 
specially designed equipment, and disposables. 
Their strict quality control ensures the highest 

standards for many researchers and laboratories around the world. 

Mosaic is the world’s leading producer and marketer of 
concentrated phosphate and potash, two of the primary 
nutrients required to grow the food the world needs. 
Their business engages in every phase of crop nutrition 
development, from the mining of resources to the 
production of crop nutrients, feed, and industrial products 
for customers around the globe.

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association is one of 
the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership 
includes about 850 North American companies involved in 
the many areas of seed production. ASTA’s mission is to be an 
effective voice of action in all matters concerning the development, 
marketing, and free movement of seed and associated products and 
services throughout the world. 

We invite other companies, universities, and nonprofit organizations to build on this 
momentum and become PMN partners as well. Please join now in support of our not-
for-profit mission: to enhance the health, management, and production of the world’s 
agricultural and horticultural crops.

To learn more about partnering, visit www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/partners or 
contact partners@plantmanagementnetwork.org. n

Great Strides in Plant 
Pathology Outreach 
Doug Jardine, APS OPRO Director, jardine@
ksu.edu

Six years ago, I wrote 
my first article in the 
OPAE Outreach in 
Action newsletter that 
was distributed to 
meeting attendees in 
Anaheim. Now I am 
writing my final Office 
of Public Relations 
and Outreach (OPRO) 
update, published in 
Phytopathology News, 

so that all APS members can keep abreast of 
OPRO’s activities. In between, I believe the 
board has made great strides in our mission to 
educate both the public and APS members on 
matters related to plant health, plant diseases, 
and associated microorganisms; increase media 
coverage of plant health issues; assist the APS 
Public Policy Board (PPB) in strengthening 
advocacy for science-based public policy; and 
promote interactions with other scientific and 
professional organizations.

We have educated the public by cosponsoring, 
along with the Extension Committee, Town 
Meetings, where master gardeners have the 
opportunity to “Meet the Plant Doctors” at our 
annual meetings. We annually participate in the 
Career Expo at the national FFA convention, 
where more than 35,000 agriculture students 
and their advisers have the opportunity to visit 
our booth and obtain information on careers 
in plant pathology. We also participate in the 
International Science and Engineering Fair, 
where APS members have the opportunity to 
judge and make awards to those outstanding 
high school students whose science projects have 
a plant pathology theme.

We have worked to increase media coverage 
of plant health issues by sending out press 
releases on diseases of interest to the public. 
For example, we have published releases on rose 
diseases in conjunction with Valentine’s Day 
and pumpkin diseases at Halloween. Starting 
in Anaheim, we have hosted press conferences 
that highlight issues of importance covered 
at the meeting that are of interest to both the 
local and national media. Examples of topics 
covered include soybean rust, oak wilt, and 
Ramorum blight. We have instituted the APS 
Plant Pathology Journalism Award, which is 
given to members of the media who, through 
their published work, have increased public 
awareness, knowledge, and understanding of 
plant pathology. 
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Save Work, Save Time 
with APS Journals 
Online! 
Set up a research alert during 
the 2009 APS Annual Meeting 
to receive a FREE APS flash 
drive. Learn about how you 
can customize the content from 
Plant Disease, Phytopathology, and 
MPMI online to make research 
easier. Visit the journals area in 
the APS PRESS bookstore during 
the 2009 APS Annual Meeting in 
Portland to set up a research alert 
in your profile and receive a free 
APS flash drive (while supplies last). n

Private Practitioners: Agriculture Needs You
Randy Van Haren, APS Office of Industry Relations Member, pestpros@uniontel.net

Ever wonder about the opportunities waiting in the private sector for plant pathologists? Of course, 
there are numerous opportunities in protection product development and marketing, but what 
about the opportunities plant pathologists can create for themselves using the specialized skills and 
knowledge obtained in the course of their research career? These skills and this knowledge can have 
a special relevance to the needs of commercial agriculture but, in the world of academia, remain 
sheltered from the folks who need them.

In 1984, I started my agricultural consulting firm, Pest Pros Inc., mainly as an IPM services 
company focused on the scouting of vegetables. Trained as an entomologist, I soon learned that 
plant pathology was an area of greater need for my clients in the battle against pests. Over the 
years, we have added far more specialized services involving plant pathology technology than in 
any other area. This is how an entomologist became a sustaining member of APS and the Society 
of Nematology. As we identify the needs of our clients, we explore the options for applying known 
technologies. Vector monitoring for pathogen incidence, nematode testing, disease forecasting, 
conventional diagnostics, and PCR technology are all used to assist our clients in their pest 
management programs. Most recently, we have developed a PCR-based system for predicting the 
risk of disease for potatoes in storage. Most of these technologies would not be adopted by the 
agricultural community without a critical collaboration between private practitioners and public 
sector plant pathologists. There are really great things being done by plant pathologists at our 
public institutions all over America, however, the link to agriculture must be bridged by private 
practitioners. Many of the services offered by public sector diagnostic labs are of high quality and 
competitively priced, but lack the vital connection to the environment that the farmer operates in 
and cannot provide the level of service today’s growers demand. Agriculture needs foot soldiers in 
the area of plant pathology. 

Opportunities await those who have special skills, a love of the land, and a sense of adventure. How 
do I know? In 2005, we invested in RT-PCR technology to explore the possibilities for its use in 
pest management. Since then, I have seen hundreds of possible applications involving the need for 
vector monitoring in IPM systems, species identification, rapid diagnostics, spore influx monitoring, 
and disease forecasting. Pest Pros is a very small company and seeks to stay that way so that we can 
maintain our connection to the land. Agriculture needs many companies like us to fill the emerging 
need for RT-PCR applications in the real world of agriculture. You may know of someone who 
could fill this niche and carve out an important place in commercial agriculture. Crop consulting 
firms, private diagnostic labs, large corporate farms, grower associations, and processors are all 
looking for people with a vision for transferring new technologies for use in production agriculture.

APS needs to find ways to increase its membership with the private sector practitioners and foster 
the important connection between research and the practical application of plant pathology. A 
listing of current APS members in private practice is available on APSnet at http://interactive.apsnet.
org/source/Members. Additionally, you are invited to hear the experiences of an private practitioner, 
as well as several other industry careers, during a special symposium planned for the APS Annual 
Meeting in Portland on Sunday, August 2, at 1:00 p.m., entitled, “Prepare for your future: Career 
opportunities after graduate school—option one—industry.” n

We have assisted the PPB in strengthening 
advocacy for science-based public policy by 
providing seed funding for the PPB Early 
Career Internship and the APS Office of 
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) 
Fellowship.

Our mission to promote interactions with 
other scientific and professional organizations 
has recently gained momentum as we have 
partnered with several scientific societies, 
including the Botanical Society of America and 
the American Society of Plant Biologists in the 
PlantingScience (www.PlantingScience.org) 
education program for middle and high school 
students. The overarching goal of the program 
is to improve understanding of science while 
fostering an awareness of and an appreciation 
for plants. 

Some of our newest initiatives include the 
Dirtiest Jobs in Plant Pathology video contest 
and the creation of an APS channel on the 
YouTube website (www.youtube.com/user/
PlantDisease). Once the APSnet transition to 
a content management system is complete, 
OPRO will work to develop a new, more public-
oriented web interface at www.plantdisease.org.

As I step down, I would like to welcome 
Monica Elliott as the incoming director of 
OPRO. She has been serving on the board in 
her previous role as the APSnet feature editor 
and is well versed in all of the ongoing activities 
of the board. I would like to thank all of the 
APS members who have served on the board 
over the past six years. Their investment in time 
as volunteers has been critical to the success of 
our activities. I would also like to thank current 
and past APS staff members, especially Amy 
Steigman, Michelle Bjerkness, and Karen 
Deuschle, who have been so helpful in assisting 
me in carrying out my responsibilities. As 
always, all APS members interested in public 
relations and outreach are invited to attend the 
OPRO business meeting at the annual meeting 
on Tuesday, August 4, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. n
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