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OIP News & Views
2008 OIP Silent Auction Expands Offerings to 
Include Vintage Items
The Office of International Programs (OIP) garnered more than $3,000 at the 2007 meeting to 
support OIP projects thanks to industry donations, members who generously contributed items 
to the Silent Auction, and those who purchased them. At the Centennial Meeting, the Silent 
Auction will take on a historic flavor by expanding its item selection to include vintage books, 
antique/vintage laboratory equipment, and photography/art in addition to the typical assortment 
of international items. As you are cleaning out that dusty old bookshelf or laboratory cabinet, 
remember that some plant pathologist somewhere would salivate at your 1909 copy of Fungous 
Diseases of Plants or antique copper sieves. Information on donating items for the Silent Auction is 
available at www.apsnet.org/members/oip/silentauction.asp. Send in your donations today! Contact 
Annemiek Schilder (schilder@msu.edu), OIP Silent Auction chair, or APS staff member Karen 
Deuschle (kdeuschle@scisoc.org) with questions. n

Silent Auction Proceeds to Support Global 
Experience

As agriculture worldwide is affected by globalization, it becomes increasingly 
important to foster and sustain plant pathological research and extension on a 
global scale. In fact, some U.S. land grant universities are now aiming to become 
“world grant” universities, taking international outreach to a different level. 
It is therefore important that today’s plant pathology students connect with 

researchers in other countries to establish collaborations and share intellectual 
resources. This is why the Office of International Programs (OIP) is launching the “OIP Global 
Experience,” a program aimed at helping young plant pathologists work with scientists and 
extension personnel in developing countries in training and outreach efforts. Funds garnered by 
OIP will be used to support graduate students, post-doctoral associates, and staff in conducting 
short courses, workshops, or training programs in collaboration with a host country cooperating 
institution. Development of outreach and extension materials as well as diagnostic tools will also 
be supported by this program. Up to $2,500 will be available initially to successful applicants to 
support travel and training material costs. Depending on the level of interest and available funding, 
funded amounts may increase in the future. A call for proposals will be released soon. n

International Fire Blight Workshop Update
The 11th International Workshop on Fire Blight 
under the auspices of the International Society 
of Horticultural Science was held August 
12–17, 2007, in Portland, OR, United States. 

The workshop was attended by 106 people 
from 18 countries. The scientific program 
comprised a total of 99 papers, including 53 
oral presentations and 46 posters. The meeting 

was organized in 
six main sessions: 
Pathogen Detection, 
Pathogen Biology, 
Erwinia Genomics, 
Host-Pathogen 
Interactions, 
Disease Control: 
Management of Host 
Susceptibility, and 
Disease Control: 
Suppression of 
Infection. Virginia 
O. Stockwell and 
Kenneth B. Johnson, 
Department of 
Botany and Plant 
Pathology, Oregon 

State University, served as cochairs of the 
organizing committee for the conference.

A mid-workshop tour included a visit to the 
Oregon State University Mid-Columbia 
Agriculture Research and Extension Center in 
Hood River and to nearby commercial pear 
orchards. The mature orchards had some trees 
with symptoms of fire blight, providing an 
opportunity to see the disease in a commercial 
setting. The tour concluded with a visit to Mt. 
Hood, a dormant 3,429-meter volcano, and 
dinner at Timberline lodge.

The workshop was very successful, providing 
participants with the opportunity to rekindle 
common interests, integrate new members into 
the fire blight community, exchange knowledge, 
and develop plans for future collaborations. The 
12th International Workshop on Fire Blight will 
be held in 2010 in Warsaw, Poland. n

Citing Your APS 
Journals Online 
Sources Is Easy
Do you ever wish that your research citations 
would format themselves? APS Journals 
Online’s citation formatting feature works 
with citation management software including 
EndNote, BibTex, ProCite, Medlars, Reference 
Manager, RefWorks, and RefWorks China. 
Citation information can be downloaded 
automatically to your software or metadata can 
be displayed, which you can copy and paste 
into the software. To start taking advantage of 
this great feature today, visit http://apsjournals.
apsnet.org. n

World Phytophthora 
Collection Seeks 
Donations
The World Phytophthora Collection housed 
at the University of California at Riverside 
experienced an equipment failure that threatens 
the collection. Donations are being solicited by 
M. Coffey (m_d_coffey@phytophthora.org) 
for the purpose of purchasing a new dewar to 
ensure safety of the collection. n
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