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One of the best parts of serving as chair of the APS Foundation is getting 
to know the dedicated and talented staff at APS headquarters. Without 
them, very little would get done on time if at all. Michelle Bjerkness, 
our staff liaison for APS Foundation, did a little background check for us 
this summer and I thought you might be interested in seeing some of the 
history behind this board. In 1984, APS established the “Endowment” 
Committee, which recommended establishment of APS Foundation in 
1986. In August 1986, constitutional amendments were presented to APS 
Council and approved, and by October of the same year, the members 
voted overwhelmingly to establish the APS Foundation. The first meeting 
of the APS Foundation Board was held in November of the same year, 
with the first awards made at the Cincinnati meeting in 1987.

We have grown dramatically in the ensuing 20 years, with more than 42 named awards and a 
variety of special awards for teaching, international travel, and other innovative ways to serve the 
needs of our society.

In 2007, the “100 for the 100th” campaign continued to grow. With completion planned right 
after the 100-year anniversary meeting 
in Minneapolis, MN, this year, we 
are hoping to meet all of our goals 
to increase all student travel awards 
to $600 and bring each fund up to a 
minimum of $10,000, which will allow 
an award of the fund to be made at each 
annual meeting.

The APS Foundation is pleased to see 
continued interest in starting new 
named student travel funds, established 
in 2006–2007. The William M. Brown, 
Jr. Student Travel Fund, the Landis 
International Student Travel Fund, 
the Milt and Nancy Schroth Student 
Travel Fund, the George Herman 
Starr Student Travel Fund, and the 
John (Jack) F. Schafer Student Travel 
Fund were each started in 2007. The 
first four had their first awards made at our annual meeting in San Diego, CA, and the final fund 
will be awarded at the 100th APS anniversary meeting in Minneapolis.

Our meeting in San Diego was a great success, with a total of $16,545 raised. The “Spin to Win” 
wheel was a big attraction, as was the bowl of pistachios on our booth counter. We saw a lot of 
activity, with most donors enjoying the change of pace.

We also find ourselves with a real opportunity to grow with APS as a whole and 
perhaps even lead in some areas of funding opportunities. There is quite a bit 
of interest from outside and inside our board to move ahead and consider more 
ambitious funding campaigns that would allow us to accomplish more. Look for 
some real changes in the next few years and please let me know what your 
ideas might be. n

APS Foundation Board member Cleo D’Arcy at the new “Spin to 
Win” wheel for donor prizes.
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we will hold our annual meetings in Portland, 
OR, Nashville, TN, and Honolulu, HI, 
respectively. It is the job of APS staff to provide 
input to the Councilor’s Forum on the potential 
sites and costs associated with meetings. Using 
this input, the Councilor’s Forum makes a 
recommendation to APS Council and they make 
the final decision for the meeting location.

Many factors are considered when selecting 
sites for our annual meeting. Costs associated 
with the meeting and air transportation from 
U.S. and international locations are two 
important facts taken into account. APS does 
not use what are termed “first tier” cities like 
Los Angeles, Boston, and New York since 
costs associated with the meeting, including 
sleeping rooms, meeting space in the main 
hotel used by APS, convention center, and 
food and equipment rental typically can cost as 
much as 50–70% more than cities like Austin 
or Minneapolis. Hotel room costs in a “first 
tier” city in July and August are typically in 
the range of $300, whereas similar hotel rooms 
in Austin or Minneapolis at that same time 
range from $150–$175. Holding meetings 
in “first tier” cities would require an increase 
in advance registration fees from our typical 
$420 to something closer to $600 to cover the 
additional expenses. Other services in these 
cities, such as taxis and restaurants, would also 
make a meeting in those “first tier” cities more 
expensive for attendees and APS staff.

Typically, APS selects cities for our annual 
meeting that are affordable, are interesting 
to our membership, have good hotel and 
convention space, and have adequate airline 
connections for our domestic and international 
attendees. We typically rotate meeting sites 
around the United States, from east to west and 
north to south. A factor that affects the selection 
of a site is the addition of new or recently 
refurbished convention centers and hotel 
properties. APS is always looking for new sites 
and hotels to use for our annual meeting and 
APS staff spends a great deal of time to provide 
timely and accurate input to the Councilor’s 
Forum. One way to help keep registration costs 
affordable for APS meeting attendees is to have 
all attendees stay at the APS-contracted hotels. 
If sufficient registrants do not stay in the hotels 
that are part of the APS convention offering, 
then there are financial penalties paid by APS 
for sleeping rooms and meeting space. These 
penalties are an additional cost that must be 
paid by APS and drive up costs for all.

APS staff and Council spend many, many hours 
preparing for your annual meeting. It is an 
important part of our society and we hope that 
each meeting is a meaningful experience for our 
membership. n
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